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CHRISTIAN 
WHICH IS. 
A Lamp kindled and - ary from the Love 
of Chriſt , and moſt naturally diſcovereth its Origi- 
nal, by the you integrity and fervency of its 
motion, in love to its fellow-partners 

inthe ſame life. 
Briefly diſplayed in this its peculiar and 
| iningviſting ſtrain of Ons | 
As alſo fome few Catechiftical Queſtions 


concerning the way of Salvation by 
CHRIST. 


Together with a Poſt-{cript about Religion. 
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By Is aac PznanGrton, (junior) Eſq;. 


ohn 13. 34 35» \ 

A new Commandement F give unto you , That ye love 
one another, as I have loved you, hs ye alſo love one 
_— 
By this ſhall all men know that ye are my Diſciples , if ye 
» have love.one to anaher. # l FN 


<e| Printed by Fohn Macock, for Giles Catvert,and are to 


be ſold at his ſhop at the black ſpread Exgle at the 
, Lperys Paxli, 165 3 


nc 
L 4K ARAR 2X2 US 25 AEM 2% AG 2% AIAN 
- o 


GOGfO (OOO OOEOO FO FEreOfveGE FAVGAVED WEAVE) GOEDe VEEV re eeIS 


— 


SI2288848 839 44M 


as * 6 


Co 
* 


a 
Pi 


The Preface. 


He moſt excellent kind of things s 
hid, aud thoſe kinds which appear, 
in their greateſt worth and excel- 
lency are but wails 20 that life 
wherein lieth our happineſs. Mi- | 
ſerable were the eſtate of man, 
could he enter into that eftate of 
life which he deſireth and ſecketh 
to enjoy ; but more miſerable i his condition, in that he is 
»ot only fallen ſhort of that glory which i perfettly [a- 
tisfatfory in God , but of that glory which belongs to 
him to adore and ſolace himſelf in, in his eſtate and 
condition, All Truth is a ſhadow extept the laſt, ex- 
cept the utmoſt : yet every Truth is true in its kind. 
Tt is ſubitance in its own place, though it be but a 
ſhadow in another place, (for it is but a reflettion from 
an intenſer ſub#ance :') and the ſhadow is a true fha- 
dow, as the” ſubFance is a true ſub#ance. But this is 
the exceeding great miſery of man , he meets not with 
Truth tither in ſub#ance or ſhadow , but ( that which 
the — of ) \ vanity , a bye, a \ fiction of his 
ows heart and. the Devils; im imitation of the Truth of 
A 2 God: 


| The Preface. 
God: A Doftrine of his own framing out of the ſoy 
tures , Graces of his own forming in his Soul, and 4 
Worſhip and Ordipances of his own _— or his 
publique or private Devotion, And yet ſuch hath al- 
ways been the thick darkneſs of man, that he could ne- 
wer ſee the lye (though never ſo palpable) in his right 
hand. When the light ſhineth, we ſhall all ſee where we 
are; but in the dari who is it that doth not miſtake ! 
We are all juſtifying our ſelves and condemning one ano- 
ther, but who 1s i that ſhall be found. able to ſtand before 
' the righteous Fudgment of God ? who is it in whom the 
true light and life of God is ſown, and in whom doth it truly 
ſpring up and ſhoot forth ? 

Surely if ever there was need of provoking one ano- 
ther to. love and good works, the ſeaſon is now qroper : 
Religion is grown ſo outward, and hath ſpread forth into 
ſuch various forms, pleaſing it ſelf ſp much in that dreſs 
which it moſt affetts , that the inward ſubſtantial part, 
viz. the life and power of it, u almoſt loſt in the varieties 
of ſhapes and ſhadow : The excreſcencies of Religion are 

ecome ſo exuberant, that the vigor of it is —_ drawn 
from the heart, 1 profeſs I can hardly blame men for 
growing out of love with you. = both it and the Pro- 
feſſors of it being grown ſo unlike what it and they once 
were, and ſtill pretend tobe. The worth of Religion con- 
fſteth not in 4 name or profeſſion , but in ſuch a life, 
power , righteouſneſs and holineſs as the. ſpirit of man , 
with all the art and ſtrength of man , cannot attain, 
Where this is and appears in truth, it will gain ow in 
the ſpirits , hearts and conſciences off- men ; whereas a 
name and profeſson of Religion, falling ſhort of the trath 
and ſubit ance of that common righteouſneſs and good-will 
WT which 


The Preface, 

which is found in man, cannot but moſt deſervedly become 
4 — Love, true love, the love of Chriſt (fown 
and ſpringing up) is the life of true Religion, which as 
it is like the love in Chriſt, [o it will appear and att like 
it, Thu love one of 4 arep intenſe and moſt pure na- 
ture, goeth forth with mighty ſtrength and entireneſ to- 
wards the fountain of life from which it came , and to- 
wards all the branchings forth of this life into ſuch as are 
changed and renewed by it : nay it extends it ſelf to all 
men, even the greateſt enemies, bleſſing them that curſe, 
and wiſhing well to them that uſe the ſubjects of it inthe 

moſt deſpightful manner ;, nay to all creatures, expreſſin 
it ſelf in ſnecne » meekneſ, tenderneſs, pity, necfolud, 
and in what way elſe ſoever it can vent it ſelf in doing good 
10 any ſorts of things, perſons or creatures, This love in 
its way of atting (according to the pattern) to the houſhold 
of faith, is in part here deſcribed and =_ ed for-the view 

of ſuch 4s _ ſtand in need of ſuch an help, and ſhall find 
carts to make uſe (f it, | 
And now Sirs, ye that profeſs Chriſtianity, look to your 
ſpirits, Watch and keep your garments cloſe about you, 
L the Lord diſcover your go m9: ty and men ſee your 
ame, Little do ye think what the Lord is in doing, 
This great noiſe which ye have heard is not for nothing, 
Life is ſunk into the root : The branches are withered, and 
a purifying fire will not now ſerve the turn, God, as he 
can embrace where it may ſeem impoſsible, even that which 
was utterly caſt off and loſt for ever ; ſo he can throw away 
that which (eemeth ſaved, he can caſt off that which ſeemeth 
. united to him in alink of perpetuity : God can both raiſe 
up from among the ſtones children unto Abraham, cau- 
foe them to ſit down with Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob - 
A 3 the 
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"the Kingdow; and likenife keep avs the children of. the 


F600 jak tle + ya in part: Te OE had the =<4 
periment of this already in the Fews, take heed of it the ſe- 
cond time. But ye will ay, the natural people were but a 
type or ſhadow,.. and ſtood upon other terms then the ſpiri- 
tual ſeed did, and therefore that yneght very well befall 
them which cannot befall theſe. This is very true in it 
felf, ys true 4s it is underſtood and applyed. They 
are not the ſpiritual ſeed which account han bhows ſo, but 
thoſe whem God maketh ſo ”"_ generating vertue of his 
own.Spirit, and yet thoſe that are the ſpiritual ſeed (or 
rather they in whom the \ Ages ſeed is) may fall in their 
outward ftation, and ſo loſe that life and ſweetneſs which 
they had in their_ ſtanding. But I ſhall not at this time 
diſpute the caſe, All that 1 ſhall now ſay to you is, Look to 
your feet, Look to your ſtanding, Look well to the Rock 
whereupon ye bottom your Souls, and look that ye be well 
bottomed on that Rock, leſt either your bottoms fail under 
you, or the boiſterouſneſs of a wind ye have not yet been 
acquainted with, ſhake you from it. He.whois uot well 
roated in the Truth, may eaſily be ſhaken from the Trath:: 
and he whoſe root is not good will certainly be cut down 
riot and all, when the Ax is layd to him, If the Lord 
have 'a time topluck up what he himſelf hath planted, to 
break down what he himſelf hath built, alas what will be- 
come of the plantations and | F-onge of man in his 
own ſpirit, whey the Lord. ſhall come to deal. with his ! 
0 Sirs, Look to. your ſelves, Look to your Life, Look to 
your Salvation, Look to your Happineſs » Look to your 
Crown. Think of that advice which was given to. the 
Ge:tiles upoy this, vexy conſideration, wherewith, 7 ſhall 
| conclude 
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conclude this Preface : By Nor Hi ou-Minpep, 
(Be not over-conceited of the excellency of your own light, 
Do not puſh with your horns at others, Be not always fo 
he in engaging the powers of this world againſt your pcor 
Fflifted brethren, nay do not ſo much as judg them in your 
own ſpirits ;, ye are not to ſit in the ſeat of Fudment to judg 
others, but ro come to the throne of Fudgment your ſelves 
to have ſentence paſſed upon your light, upon your life, up- 
on your heart, and all the motions of it, which are not yet 
uſhified, how juſtifiable ſoever in your own ; ) Bur 
Fz ax, fear what the Lord can do, fear what the'Lord 
may do, fear what the Lord will do. Be not exalted above 
others, but fear concerning your ſelves. Be not proud be- 
cauſe of yo.11 preſent ſtation, but fear your fall, Lift not 
_ ſelves above others in your own ſpirits, but throw 
” your ſelves at his feet who is a laying all flat, becauſe 
he finds fo ea” with every height, that he will have 
nothing exalted any more ; and this ye will find your beſt 
ſecurity in the cloudy and dark day, which how far ſoever 
ye may put from you, or how far ſoever it may ſeem from 


Jon, maket haſte. 


Life of a Chriſtian. 
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Joun 1s. 12. 


This is my Commandment, that ye love one another, as 
| 1 have loved you. 


underſtand the neceſiity of his departure 
3 from them, and to prepare them for 
1 '- _ thoſe dired#ions he was about to give 
them, :haw to behave themſelves in 5h world during 
his abſence. 

In the 33 Verſe of the 13 Chap, He tells them he 
muſt be with them bur a little while, and what he ſaid 
$0.the Fews:they ſhould find true alſo, namely, thar he 
was going. whirher hs "__ not follow _ 
| Little 
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Little children, yet 4 little mhile 1 an with you; Teal 


hz; Y ſeth me, and 3s 1 ſaid unto the Fews, Whither I go:94 a1 


pot comes fo now 1 ſay unro you, - R 

"ike ig 14 Chapter is taken up with this argu- 
ment, wherein he explaineth unto them many things a- 
bout it. The end of his going, Verſ.2. 1gotoprepare a 


place for Jon, The certainty 6 & return t0 themn,) «rl, . 
Andif 10, and prepare 4p ace far you; 1 will come; age 


and recerve you unto my ſe f that where I am, there ye may 
be alſo. Their own knowledg both concerning the place 
whither he was going and the way thither, which if 
they could retire inwardly enough into their own ſpi- 
rits,they would be ſenſible of, Verl.4. 4nd whither 7 gs 
ye know, and the way'ye know. His care of them in the 
time of his abſence, that they ſhould want nothing, but 
have what ever they can deſire, he would ſpeed all 
their prayers, nay he would fulfil them himſelf, Verſ, 
1 3,14. Whatſoever ye ſhall as k in my Name, that will I do. 
Neither would he leave them deſtitute here on Eart 
but ſend his entireſt boſom Friend.to dwell continuall 
in their boſoms, Verſ.16, Azd 1 will pray the Father ,and 
he ſhall give you another Comforter, that hemay abide with 
you for ever : Who ſhould do great things for them, 
Verſ.26. He ſhall reach you all things,and bring things to 
your remembrance,whatſoever I have ſaid unto you. Laſtly 
he would give them a very rich blefling at his arting, 
given after ſuch a manner of way as the world cannor 
give, Verſ.27. Peace 1ieave with you,my peace I give unto 
you, not as the world giveth, give I unto you : let not your 
heart be troubled, neuter let it be afraid, Hereupon he 
tells them how they ought to part with him, withwhat 
remper.of ſpirit, which love to him-upon a right under- 
ſanding would work inthem,namely with joy and not 
| with 
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with hap For we willingly, readily and joyfully part 
with that, which we entirely love, for irs-advancemert, 
eſpecially it it be very great, and alſo very beneficial to 
us, This he urgeth, Verſ.28. Te have heard how I ſaid 
unto you, 1 go away, and come again unto you. If ye loved 
me, ye would rejoyce, becauſe 1 ſaid, 1 go unto the Father : 
for my Father u greater then 1. 

Now there are two things Chriſt moſt eſpecially 
bends himſelf to urge upon them, to leave imprinted 
on their ſpirits at his —_—_ The one relates ts 
Faith, the other to Obedience : That they would look 
to their Faith,and to their Obedience: that they would 
beleeve on him, and keep his Commandments, He 
had bid them look totheir Faith in the firſt Verſe of 
this 14 Chap. Beleeve in God, and beleeve in me. And 
he had bid them look to their Obedience, ina very af- 
feionate ſtrain of expreſſion, Verſ.15. If yeLove me, 
keep my Commandments. If ye love me,do it. If ye loye 
me, ye will doit. His commands are ever forcible 
with us, - whom we entirely loye. He followeth this 
confideration, being a very cloſe one, Verſ. 21,2 3,24+ 

rofeffing that he-that loveth cannot but do this, thar 
Fe that doth this doth loye, that he that doth not love 
_ do this, and he that doth-not this doth not 
Ve. 
- Inthis 15 Chapter he proceeds to urge both again. 
He begins with Faith, Verſ.4. Abide in me, and I in you, 
T have'told' you'rhefe things thar ye might belecvye, 
(Chap. 14.29.) and I amyour Yine whereinto ye are 
ingratted, from and in whom ye have your life ; abide 
inme. WhenlT depart from you with my bodily | 2s | 
ſenee;.donot' let your faith deparrfrom me, - bitt as ye 
came r6-me by faxh, ſo ſtay with me by faith: ab/dt'in 
| B 2 


me, 


[4] | 
me, and 1 in you : ſtay in me by faith, andkeepme in- 
you by faith. He preſſeth this upon them! from divers. 
conſiderations, as firſt there is no bringing forth of 
fipit elſe, Verl. 4. 4s the branch cannot bear fruit of it 
ſelf, except it abide in the Vine : no more can Jes except ye 
abide in me. Secondly, without this ye will be in danger 
of your Souls, nay of atruth ye will miſcarry, Verl,6. 
If a man abide not in ms, he us caſt forth as a branch, and 
& withered, and men gather them, and ca## them into the 
fire, and they are burned. As faith declines, life waſtes, 
and the Soul runs further and further into the danger 
of the fire, which by faith alone is avoyded. Thirdly, 
Hereby ye may have what ye will. 1f ye abide in me,and 
my words abide in you, it your faith remain, and your 
abedlience alſo, ye ſhall ask what ye will,and it ſhall be done 
wnto you. And therefore he bids them alſo look to their 
Obedience; for that was the way both to glorifie God, 
Verſ.8. and to abide inthe love of Chriſt, Ver. 9,10. 
As the Father hath loved me, ſo have I loved you : conti- 
nue ye in my love, If ye keep my Commandments, ye ſhall 
abide in my love : even as 1 have kept my Fathers Cons- 
mandments, and abide in his love. Not as if Chriſt did 
love them fimply for their obedience, no more then 
God did love him for his obedience fimply : but as 
this was the way wherein the power of the Father led 
him to remain in the loye of the Father, ſo this is the 
way Chriſts power guides them into abide in his love: 
for God and, Chriſt muſt be {alt in diſpenſing their 
loyc evento their own, according to the Rule of that 
diſpenſation which they ſer up, and under which they 
put their own. | 

Now Chriſt tells them plainly oſs I» the ground 
why he did thus vehemently urge theſe. things ou 
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them, which was double, , 7. That his joy might 
remain in them, that tit joy which he had inthem- 
from their obedience in and unto the faith might re- 
main, that he might ſtill find the ſame cauſe of joy 
in them, 2, That their joy which they had in him might 
be filled, thatthey wigs have not only joy, but ful- 
neſs of joy in Chriſt, which ariſeth from the other, 
for our joy in Chriſt is filled from Chriſts joy in us : 
When he delights in us, in our ſtate, temper, and mo- 
tions, in the diſpenſation wherein he ſets us, then he 
ſpreaderh himſelf abroad fo fiveetly and pleaſantly 
in us, as cauſeth ns abundantly to delight in him : 
both theſe are mentioned in the 11 verſ. Theſe things 
have T ſpoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, 
and that your joy might be full. As if he had ſaid: Tis 
true, though ye ſhould be negligent of theſe things , 
and run into great dangers thereby , yet I might 
bring you to Heaven atlaſtz; nay I would not loſe 

ou : but I ſhould have no great delight in you 

ere , nor would ye take any great delight in me, 
neither would God get any great honour by you, 
(according to werſe 8.) Butnow, I would not on- 
ly bring you to Heaven at lat , butrake' great de- 
light in you here, and fill your hearts with joy 
too, and therefore would I have you abide in me, 
and keep my Commandments, which is the onl 
way thereunto 5 Theſe are the very ends thar I fo 
preſs theſe things thus. earneſtly upon you for. 
Now if ye would know what Commandments I 
mean, this is it I chiefly intend , namely of love 
one to another. Th is my commandment, that ye love 
oxe another, as 1 have loved you. 

. In the words we may take notice. of three pat-+ 
ticulars, B 3 I, The 


[6 
; I. The Command it {clf,. That ye love one ano- 
Fer: | 5001 136 | 

2.: The r#le of this command, the rule- where 
the loye that anſwers this command muſt be ſquared, 
and that is Chriſts loye, it muſt be ſquared by the 
love which Chriſt had in him, and which-he manifeſt- 
cd unto, and-excrciſed towards his. As I have lo- 
ved you. . 

3- Chriſts peculiar owning of both, both of the 
command and the rule, or of the command according 
to the rule. This ws my commandment. This is my 
commundment, that ye love one another, as 1 have lo- 
ved yan. 

Toglance 2 little at the ſence of the words. 

That ye love one another. 

That ye], Ye my difciples whom I have cheriſhed 
all my days, and-am now about to: dye for : for whom 
I came from Heaven, and for whom' I go: again to 
Heaven. Te who were mine before the world was, 
Te who are mine, and have been mine throughout 
my whole miniſtry, 7e whoſhall be mine for ever 
and ever. 

That ye love} Loye in heart, love in word, love 
in a&ion. Bear a tender affeqion to them in the bot- 
tom of your fouls: Speak well of them, and good 
forthem, both to God and men: and do any” fervice 
of love for them. Let: them; have allthe intereſt in 
you, and power: with: you that love can-command- 
Think it. n0t much to ſuffer with them, nay to ſuffer e- 
ven death it ſelf for them. Lovyeis the-continaal drink- 
ing in; and the continual lerting:ourof defire,' deli 
and ſervice, Our deſire. is fl} after;our delyghwis: (dill 
"-in;; our ſervice is till about what we love. And love 


though 
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though it be ſtill buſte about wharit loves, yet it can 
never drink in enough, nor let out enough towards 
it, | Two things make it unſatisfiable , Want of 
fulneſs to vent upon its love, and want of ability 
and $kill to vent what it hath upon its love. 

One another, This is the extent, the bounds of 
this love, it muſt reachto all that belong to Chriſt : 
and it is no difficult marter, no hard task, tor it is only 
to them that have the ſame image , the ſame nature, 
the ſame life, the ſame beginning , the ſame end. 
If thowloveſt thy {elf aright, if thou loveſt Chriſt 
aright, then thou wilt alſo love theſe who are truly 
part 'of thy ſelf, and part of Chriſt» T know the 
world will hate you, and I do not bid you loye it, 
forthere is none of this kind of lovelineſs in it, no- 
thing in them to receive this love, nothing in them 
for you to faſten this love upon ; but t bid you 
love one another; The world is notto draw forth 
yourdovye, not to partake of this love, be- i never fo 
excellent : nor muſt any of theſe miſs of it, be 
they never ſo weak, never fo vile. 

' 'As TI hawe loved you, Fuft as T have cauſed my 
hearrto go forth toward you, as I have ever .been 
render of you, and paſſed by all manner of weakneſ- 
{ts in you, as I have ever thought well bf you my ſelf, 
and ſpoke well of you to the Father , not taking no- 
tice of any of your ſins or frailties further then for 
your good, as I have | all manner of ſeryi- 
ces to you, I have deſcended that ye might aſcend, I 
have fallen that ye might ariſe , I have not ftuck at 
giving my very life for you, and all my ftrength and 
lory to you, ſo true, ſo great, ſo ſtrong hath my 
ove unto you been : even. fo afterithis manner - Fa 

indle 


kindle affe&ions and fo at them one towards ano- 
ther. 1.21, 

This is my.cowmandment, ] T his is that command- 
ment which is properly mine. This is that command- 
ment which of all other I will own. © This is that 
eſpecial commandment, which God in this his mini- 
ſtration by me towards you, giveth you. This is 
that commandment, which-my ſoul, which my hearr, 
which my nature is moſt in. This is thatwhich I moſt 
deſire to find in you, which I from my ſelf, from my” 
own heart and ſoul enjoyn you, This is my commands 
ment. Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all think 
heart and with all thy ſoul,” and thy neighbor as thy ſelf 
theſe were Moſes commandments, but that ye love one 
another , this is my commandment. That man 
ſhould love the Lord who made him, and his neigh- 
bor whom: he made like him :' that the Jews ſhould 
love God who made them, in that their diſpenſation a 
veſſel of Glory beyond all Nations, and that they 
ſhould love their fellow-brethren in that diſpenſation, 
yeaand in nature too; This was Moſes command- 
ment. Butthat he who hath the ſeed of the new-life in 
him, ſhould love him who is a partner with him in the 
ſame life , This is Chriſts commandment. The love 
to this brotherhood is from the nature and by the com- 
mand of Chriſt. | 
' The words do naturally and plainly fignifie and 
hold forth thus much unto us. 

Obſerve That for the Saints or mo of Chriſt 
to love one another, upon ſuch grounds and in ſuch 4 
way 4s he loved them, is a thing his heart is very much 
-Mp0n. | we - 
= Itis the main thing he hath commended to them , 

it 


[9 

it is the great injun&tion he hath layn upon them. As 
it was the eſpecial Command which God gave Chriſt, 
to love his Saints, and that which his heart was moſt 
ages of all the Commands which ever he gave him z 
which if he had negle&ed, the keeping of all the reſt 
would have been of no value: So it is the eſpecial 
Command which Chriſt hath given to his people, and 
which he moſt eyeth them in, that they love one ano- 
ther. This is my Commandment. Among all the Com- 
mandments I have diſpenſed to you, I ſhall obſerve you 
moſt in this. Ye muſt keep them all to remain in my 
love,verſ. 10. bur this is the moſt principal of them all ; 
this is that which I underſtandingly and moſt affecti- 
onately give you in eſpecial charge as mine : This « my 
Commanament. 

To evidence how much the heart of Chriſt is in this 
Commandment, we need go no further then this place 
for the illuſtration and demonſtration of. Conſider 
but his giving out the Commandment; - obſerve but 
the circumſtances of it, and it will yery clearly ap- 
pear. 

There are three things very obſervable abour it. The 
time of his giving it out, The manner of his giving it out, 
and his vehement preſſing of it, both then at his firſt en- 
joyning of it, and again and again inthis his farewel 
Sermon. 

Firſt, For the time, There are two things eminent 
in that. . 

One is, in that it was when his love had been well 
grown towards them, after it had had long duration 
and frequent exerciſe, this was particularly taken no- 
tice of by this Evangeliſt juſt before his relation of it, 
Chap. 13. 1. Having ON” I conſtanily, eg 
ove 
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loved them from firſt to laſt, having loved them as his 
own with a love ſuitable in ſtrength to the relation, 
having thus loved them unto the very end, what doth 
he for them * how doth he ſhew it: Why he addreſl- 
eth himſelf to the impoſing of this Command in the 
moſt engaging manner that could be, as may be read 
in the following Verſes. 

The other is, that it was juſt afore his paſſion, when he 
was about to do the greateſt a& of love for them that 
could be done, (for greater love could no man ſhew, as 
he tells them, Chap.15.13.) and anſwerably had been 
ſtrengthening his affections towards them, that he 
might do itthe more willingly ; even then, when his 
heart was moſt operative in love towards them, then 
he gives out this Command, as it is obſerved by this 
Evangeliſt Fohn, Chap. 13.1. Now before the feaſt of the 
Paſſover, when Feſus knew that his hour was come, that he 
ſhould depart out f this world niito the Father, having 
loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto 
the end. And Supper being ended, &c. Having his eye 
upon his Paſſion, and his heart upon his Diſciples, for 
whom he was to dye, and whom he was now to leave, 
'* the ſtrength of his Soul works it (elf out in love to- 
wards them, and the ſtrength of his loye thus vents it 
ſelf, in contriving how he might moſt effectually im- 
print this Command upon them. Having ſo great 
things to ſuffer, and his cyc being upon ir, tor he kyew 
that his hour was come, one would have expected that 
his thoughts ſhould have been taken up about them 
and fo they are,bur yet not ſo as to divert him from his 
contrivance and diſpatch of this, which that he ſhould 
now be ſo buſte and induſtrious abour, it ſhews plainly 
bow much his heart was in it. 


2, For 
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2, For the manner of his giving out this Command- 
ment, Iris very obſervable, for it was both by example, 
< oy" > and accompanied with reaſo» backing 
oth. 


1, It was commended to them by his own example, he 
taught it them by his own praiſe, which is the moſt 
effectual way of teaching. He would not barely by 
word of mouth iſſue out this Command, bur he ſets 
his own pattern firſt before them; He would do it 
himſelt before he would impoſe it on them, And his 
example is very full. For.1, That ſervice of love which 
now he did ſet his example before them in,viz. waſhing 
the Saints feet, was one of the loweſt ads of ſervice. 
We are all apt to perform honorable acts of ſervice, 
nay _ {ome low acts of ſervice to them that are 
far above us in gifts and graces, or to perſons in a ſick 
and weak condition : bur to perſons that are in health, 
and to perſons that are beneath us in degree, love will 
carry very few to perform ſuch an ofice of love as 
Chriſt did here : yettheſe Diſciples of Chriſt were far 
below him in the graces and gifts of the Spirit of God, 
beſides that preſent relation wherein he ſtood as 4 
Lord and Maſter unto them. 2. He did it inthe loweſt 
manner, with the towel girded about him, verſ.4. as a 
ſervant, they fitting, and he ſtanding, verſ.12. and in 
a ready manner, for he roſe from the table to do it, and 
took the towel, and girded himſelf. 3. Hedidirto 
Fudas, who was no Saint, which takes off that great 
objection which is ſo ready to riſe in mens ſpirits, viz. 
If 1 knew he were a Saint I could do it, but I fear he is 
an hypocrite. Why Chriſt did it to an hypocrite, to 
one whom he knew to be an hypocrite. That Fudas 
. was there, may appear by this, it was not the Paſſover 
C 2 night, 
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night,but the night before,Chap. 13.1. and Chriſt af- 
ter this gives him the ſop, verſ.26, y-_ he did it, 
' not in the meanneſs and lowneſs of his ſpirit, being 
now caſt down with the ſight of that miſery which was 
haſtening upon him z but with the view and conſider» 
ation of his own greatneſs, as appears verſ. 3. Feſus 
knowing that the Father had given all things into his 
hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God, 
He riſeth from ſupper,&c. He had not forgot how great 
he was before this Miniſtration, how great he was in 
this Miniſtration, and how great he ſhould be immedi- 
ately again, bur his eye was fixed upon his glory and 
greatneſs in and from and with God, when he did this 
to them. | 

2. There was not only example, but precept added to 
cxatmple (and that again and again) and that in a very 
(weet way, telling them that they oughtto doit, and 
that his doing of it, was but to teach them theic duty, 
It was not neceſſary for him to do it, only he choſe 
this way of imprinting his inftruction the better upon 
them. | 

3. He adds a forcible reaſon, that he being their Lord 
and Maſter, and —_— known to them his plea- 
ſure, and that both by his own command and pattern, 
they cannot be excuſed if now they negle& it. Ver. 
I3,14,15,16. Te call me Maſter and Lord,&c. 

3. For his vehement preſſing of it, He doth not on- 
ly lay it before them, bur he preſſeth ir home upon 
them. 1. He ſhews them thar it is their duty, Verſ. 14. 
Te ought alſo to waſh one anothers feet. 2. He tells them, 
thatthe meaning of this piece of ſervice .in this abaſed 
manner, was to commend it to them ſoclofely, that 
they mightnot avoyd it,or think much of it : Verſ, x5. 

For 
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For 1 have given you an Sd Þ that ye jſhonld do, as 1 
have done to you, 3. By enforcing the reaſon of his 
example, Verſ.16. Yerily,verily I ſay unto you, The ſer- 
vant 1s not greater then his Lord, neither he that i ſent, 
ereater then he that ſent him, The greateſt among the 
Saints, are ſuch as are ſent by Chriſt, and yetthey are 
not greater then Chriſt who ſent them, and therefore 
need not think much of that (as of an inferior piece of 
work) which Chriſt did. 4. By pronouncing bleſſed- 
neſs upon them according as they did obſerve it, Ver, 
17. If ye know theſe things, happy are ye if ye do them, 
Happy are ye if ye learn trom th.s pattern, 1f ye take 
out this copy, it ye practiſe the duties of this Layy of 
Love according to it. The happineſs of the youu of 
Chriſt, conſiſteth much in knowing and prattiſing the du- 
ties of love (even in the meaneſt offices of it) one towards 
another, Thus he drives home this duty here. 

He urgeth it again in this ſame Chap. v. 34. where 
he calleth it a new Commandment, to ſer their ſpirits 
more eager upon it, A new Commandment I give unto 
you, And what is this new Commandment ? That ye 
love one another, as I have loved you, that ye alſo love one , 
another. He had been telling them of his departure 
from them, and that very affeQionately in the fore- 
going Verſe, Little children, yet a little while 1 am with 
you. Te ſhall ſeek me,&c, My little children,I muſt leave 
you, Poor ſweet babes, poor little brats, I muſt be 
gone, I cannot ſtay with you : Bur when I am gone 
remember this Commandment ( ye little think what 
\weetnels ye will find in it) that ye love one another with 
the ſame love and after the ſame manner 4s I have 
loved you, performing the ſame ſeryices of love with 


the ſame willingneſs and delight. And then in the” 
"—_ 299 C 3 follow- 
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following Verſe he knocks 1n another nail to drive it 
yet more home : By this ſhall all men know that ye are my 
Diſciples, if ye have love one to another. He makes it the 
badg of Diſcipleſhip, that whereby men ſhould be di- 
ſtinguiſhed to appertain to him, to be retainers to him: 
By this ſhall all men know,&c. Itis a great priviledg and 
dignity to be known to be a Diſciple to Chriſt, to be 
taken notice of by men as a retainer to Chriſt, as one 
who doth not meerly pretend, bur hath indeed learned 
of him. And love to the Brethren (ſuch love as Chriſt 
expreſſed) is an unqueſtionable character,a diſtinguiſh- 
ing badg, ſuch as the world cannot but acknowledg to 
be a peculiar property of a Diſciple, which you have 
had trom Chriſt, and which none elſe can attain, 

In the 14 Chapter he perſwadeth them very affei- 
onatcly to keep his Commandments, Verſ.15, 21,24. 
and ſo again, Chap.15.10, If ye keep my Commandments 
Je ſhall Þ Iv in my love,&c. declaring unto them in the 
next Verſe, that his intent in this vehement Injunction, 
Exhortation and Perſwaſton of his, was entirely for 
their good : Verſ,11. Theſe things have I ſþoken unto you 
that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might 
be full, And then immediately in the very next words, 
verſ{.12, ſhewerh what Commandment he did chiefly 
mean all this while, Thi is my Commandment, that ye 
love one another as I have loved you. Theſe things 1 
{peak,I thus vehemently preſs obedience upon you for 
your own good, that I might have joy of you (which 
will be very profitable tor you) and your hearts might 
be full of joy : Bur this is the Commandment which I 
principally intend, and which I moſt eſpecially expe 
obedience unto ; This is the Commandment which is 
peculiarly and properly mine, which my joy will be 
greateſt 
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greateſt in ſeeing obſerved,andthe obſervationof which 
will conduce moſt towards the filling of your hearts 
with joy, This is my Commandment, that ye love one ano- 
. ther,crc. How heproceeds yet further to fix it upon 
their ſpirits by very cloſe conſiderations inthe follow- 
ing part of the Chapter, as verſ.14. and 17. I ſhall not 
need to make mention of, it being already fo fully and 
clearly evidenced. Out of the abundance of the hearr, 
out of the vehemency of his defire in this particular, 
hath his mouth uttered all theſe things. 

For the further opening of it, theſe two particulars 
following are to be enquired into. 

1, How Chriſt loved his Saints * with what kind of 
love? what his love was, and how it went forth to- 
wards them ? and ſo we ſhall ſee the rule whereby our 
love is to be ſquared one towards another. 

2. Why the heart of Chriſt is ſo much ſet upon this, to 
have his Diſciples thus love. one another « why of all 
other he maketh this his eſpecial Commandment * 

Touching the former, What the love of Chriſt to 
Saints was ? or how Chriſt loved his Saints ? 

Love, we know, #« that glue which unites things toge- 
ther (or,at leaſt, makes them defire,ſtudy and endeavor 
union) cauſing them both to wiſh well and do well one 
for another, according to the nature and degree of it. 
As hatred is that which diſſevers things, and makes 
them wiſh ill and do ill one to another, _— ro 
the nature and ſtrength of it : So love, which is 
contrary to it, doth the clean contrary. What maketh 
God to hold a kind of union with all his creatures, and 
to wiſh well to them, and do good for them, according 
to their ſeveral ranks, but his love to them in its ſeveral 


degrees © Itis from Gods love that he provideth a 
or 
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for the creatures, but from a further degree of love 
that he provideth Redemption for Man, and from a 
further degree of love yet that he founderh and faſten- 
eth the Union ( and univerſal Communion) between 
him and his Ele& in Chriſt. 

Now to ſearch out this Love, we muſt ſeek both in- 
to the Nature of it, what kind of affection itis ; and in- 
to the grounds of it, whereupon it is faſtened ,, as alſo 
into the degree and ſtrength of it, and into its ſeveral 
attings, and the manner of its actings. 

I. For the nature of it, We know (after our manner 
of knowledg) that there is a twofold Love : A natural 
love and a ſupernatural, an earthly and an heavenly. 

The natural love is that affettion which God hath 
put between creatures from ſome ſuitablenels among. 
them. There is an earthly affe&ion which God hat 
placed in this Earth towards the things of this Earth, 
which as they come all out of the ſame Earth, ſo they 
are a kin and bear a natural affeion to one another, 
though in this hidden ſtate ( even in the things of this 
world) both the relation and affeion is much un- 
known. There is an univerſal love among all creatures 
(eventhere where there appeareth an antipathy) from 
fome general likeneſs, ſuirablenc(s and connaturalneſs 
among them :- but this love is more eſpecially ro be 
diſcerned and taken notice of among creatures of the 
ſame kind. 

This love is heightened in man,above all other crea- 
tures, according to the elevation of his nature. Iris a 
ſtamp upon his Soul ſuitable to the nature of his Soul. 
It is a kind of more ſpiritual glue in him (as his nature 
is gre {piritual, whereas it is but a corporeal glue in 
other creatures) a tinfure whereof ſtill remains, 
though 
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though much defaced in him by his fall, as all his other 
excellencics of Nature are. ; 
The ſupernatural, love is that which grows in Gods 
own heart, and which he writes with his own finger on 
the hearts of whom he pleaſeth, and in what degree he 
pleaſeth, Ir is that love of a ſpiritual nature, which 
floweth from God the root, into Chriſt the ſpiritual 
man,and ſo through him into all the ſpiritual branches, 
which are ingrafted into and grow in God and in 
Chriſt, So Te this love muſt needs be of a more ex- 
cellent, high, pure nature then that which is naturally 
ſown, or can naturally grow in the heart of man. - 
There are all kind of natural excellencies(which are 
the ſhadows of the ſpiritual) in man naturally : They 
are ſown in the nature of the firſt Adam, as the ſpiritual 
excellencies are in the nature of the ſecond Adam. 
There is a natural faith in man, whereby man is able to 
beleeve, upon good arguments layd before him z but 
yet this is not THE FAITH, this is not THE HE A- 
VENLYT GIFT., Sqthere is a natural love in the Soul 
of man, whereby he cannot bur love God, and every 
thing thar is lovely and excellent, (though he cannor 
bur alſo hate them in thoſe various diſpenſations and 
diſcoveries of them wherein God till crofſeth his leſh- 
ly wiſdom and defire,) but this is not this love, This 
love is of a more inward,of a more full,of a more ſub- 
ſtantial nature then that which'groweth in the Soul of 
man. - Now ſuch was the love of Chriſt, of this kind 
of nature z Not that affection which did naturally be- 
long to his Soul, bur that ſpiritual affetion which 
came into his heart with that ſpecial grace which God 
gave him,with that ſpecial nature which God breathed 
into him. As bis nature wm different from the nature 
of 
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of Alam ſo was thefaith of it,and-fo was the love of it; 
Every thing in him was of the ſame ſtamp with his" na- 
wre. | His love was the very ſpiritual image and ſub- 
tance of thatlove which remains in the heart of God. 
This-is the nature of- it in _—_ whereby it is di- 
ſtinguiſhed from all things which are not ſpirirual, and 
more eſpecially from that love which is naturally 
planted inthe oul-of man; Bur now we are to enquire 
into the nature of it yet further, . whereby we may di- 
ſtinguiſh ir- fromall other ſpiritual things. And thar 
may-be done by the commor properties of love which 
are peculiar tot it-and according to its kind, as by.its 
defire of union, by its wiſhing well to the object belaved, 
by its readineſs to do for it,O&c. 
There is nothing defires union butloye, Faith in- 
” deed unites, bur irdoth nor ſo defire union as love, it 
doth not 'defire tHiat' kind of union which /ove doth, 
Faith-lays hold for kelp, the deſire of faith is help z bur 
the defire of love is umon, So take hope, patience, humi- 
lity,meekneſs,8&c. they have theirſeveryt other proper- 
ties and operations agreeable totheir.nature, but not 
this of uniting, they leave this toJove; , And.nothing 
wiſheth well to the: obje& bur /ove: Faith wiſher 
ood from the obje&t, Hope expecteth good from the 
| objec, but'tis Love only that witheth good unto it, 
And it-is love: only that a&s: for'it, that a&s for the 
good of it: Faith will make a man work for his own 
900d, bur it.is love which makes him work for the 
good of another. Itis faith whereby we faften on God 
for our own happineſs, bur it is love that makes us eye 
his glory,and work for him : Orif faith alſo do this, it 
is from that influence that love hath upon ir, ſo that (till 
it is Jove, love in faith, love with faith, love by faith. 


This 
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'This then is the love of Chriſt, namely that ſpiritual 
affeion planted'in,his gew.nature (beſides thataffec- 
tionplanted.in him as aman) whereby. be defireth yni- 


- onwith,and wiſheth well to his, and whereby he is rea- 


dy-to.do any thing forthem, 

LI. As touching #he.grounds whereupon Chriſt 1o- 
vethithem, the grounds, where this. love, which is 
planted in Chritt, is drawn forth towards them, They 
are theſe, ; 

I, The firſt is the Fathers.love, God the Father 
loveth them, and therefore Chriſt the Son lovexh them 
alſo. As God has-writ-the ſame love. in the heart of 
Chriſt,as is in his. own, ſoz, goeth forth the ſame way. 
There are twoways whercin-the heart of God goeth 
forth exceedingly, and the heart of Chriſt followerh 
him in both, which-are himſelf and his,people ; his 
own glory,and his peoples welfare : God loveth them 
"o_ entirely, and Chriſt treads in, his very ſteps in 
each, 

Firſt, for Gods glory, It was the main thing Chriſt 
aimed at in all he did, his greateſt work was to honour 
his-Father, 1 howour wy Father ,aud ye diſhonour me © and 
Foh.17.4. 1 haveglorifiedthee on Earth,'T have niſhe4 
the work which thou gaveſt-me todo: His gloritying of 
God he looks upon and caſts up astheſum of all he 
did or wasto do, And if any did wrong his Fathex, he 
felt it , #he reproaches f them which reproached thee, fell 
«pop me." What made him ſo zealqus;abour the Temple, 
but becauſe it was his Fathers houſe ; which though ex- 
piring and growing out of date, was as yet his Fathers, 
and therefore more worthy then-to be fo prophaned,* 
The .&ogl of thine houſe hatheaten me uf . Yea the.very 
end-fot which he deſired his own,glory. was, that; he 

| 0's might 
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might be the more able to glorifie his Father. Father, 
elorifie thy Son, that thy Son alſo may 1 gerifi thee. - 
And for the people of God, Chriſts heart goeth forth 
in wonde ful love towards them, He loved them all 
his life long even to the very laſt : Foh.13.1. Having 
loved his own, which were in the world, he loved them un- 
tothe laſt, His heart was ever working towards them, 
He never thought any thing too good for them, yea he 
layd down his.very life freely for them, and while he 
was doing it, his thoughts ran more upon them then 
upon himſelf. | 
God had expreſſcd perfe& love tothem, in that he 
had choſen them as his peculiar treaſure, which he 
would enrich ſuitably to himſelf, and enjoy in himſelf, 
and make happy with himſelf for ever. He chofe 
Chriſt but to bring this about, who in that reſpect is 
beneath them, rhough as he is the chiefeſt part of this 
treaſure, and the head of it to them, he is far above 
them, Now Chriſt having juſt ſuch an heart as his 
Father had , could not chuſe but entirely love that 
which his Father ſo loved before him. : Having the 
ſame love with his Father, he could'not chuſe but at 
towards the ſame objec as his Father did. - The love 
in Chriſt is the ſame till 'in him as it was firſt in God, 
and therefore cannot but behave it ſelf as the ſame, 
Chriſt doth what he ſeeth the Father do : Now ſeeing 
the Father do this ſo eminently,” he cannot but do it as 
-eminently alfo. His love is a copy of the Fathers love, 
and his actings forth of it are a draught of the Fathers 
actings. This ground Chriſt himſelf intimates, Fo5, 
17.20, That the love wherewith thou haſt loved me, may 
be imthem, and Fin them. © Chaiſt deſires perfe& union 
wih'them, to be. perfeRly in them, that is the _ 
THT Lb 
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and'compleat operation of love : yea but what is the 

rule:whereby,' whar is the attra&ive which he deſires 
might draw him into them © why that he himſelf rells 
you is the Fathers loye, Letthy love, the ſame love, 

wherewith thou haſt taken poſſeſſion of me, take pol- 

ſeſſion of them alſo, and then I will immediately come 

after and dwell in them too. It is from thy love that I 

love them, and therefore I muſt firſt ſee thy love go 
before,and then I will ſoon follow. And for this cauſe 

rake I ſuch pains with them, that I might make them a 
fit habitation for thy love, and then that I my ſelt 
might dwell and enjoy them in the ſame love, and the 

ſame love in them, 

2. Another ground of Chriſts love to them js, 4:5 
Fathers will, His Father gave them him to love, and 
commanded him to love them, yea and gave him that 
love wherewith he ſhould love them. As the Father 
giveth Chriſt to us tolove; ſo he gave us ro Chriſt 
to love: And as there area great many duties we owe 
Chriſt, but love is the main; So of all the duties 
Chriſt did owe us (as to leave all his glory, and come 
into this world and ſeek us out, and to dye for us, to 
ariſe for us, to afcend for us, to take poſſeſſion of our 
life and inheritance for us in Heaven, and to take care 
of us here on Earth) love was the main,and that which 
fitted him for all the reſt,even as it fitteth us for all our 
duties, both towards God,towards Chriſt,and towards 
one another, * Yea as this was the eſpecial command 
which Chriſt gave us, to love one a3othey ; ſo it was the 
eſpecial command God gave Chriſt, to love us. 

In this 15 Chapter of this Goſpel of Fohn, Chriſt 
telleth his Diſci bo That if they keep his Commaud- 
ments, they ſhall abide in his love : even as he kept his 
D 3 Fathers 
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Fathers Commandments,and «hode in bus love. And of al 
his Commandments he picks gut one preferthpinthe 
12 Verſe following, as it he would:;commend itunto 
us as that which will have the moſt -eſpecial-influence 
of all,to keep us in his love, which is this of loving:-onc 

another. *Now how cometh.Chriſt ro pick out :this of 
all the reſt, bur that his;Farher had-(&t him ſuch-anex- 

ample, he had,picked it out for him, jirwas the main 
thing he had given him-in charge, and the main thing 

he expected from him,as he intimates inthe xo Chapr, 

of this Goſpel, verſ. 17. T ay: ny doth my Father love 
me, becau f I lay down my life, that I might take it again, 

He had been _—_ verl.15. of laying down hisilife 

for the ſheep, from his.knowledg of the Father, from 
his knowledg of the heart and will of the Father. As 
the Father knoweth me, even ſo know I the Father : .and>I 
lay down my life for the ſheep, The Father knoweth-me 
whom he hath entruſted, and ILknow him who hath 
entraſted me, and want neither love to him novthem, 
butlay down my life for them. And other ſheep he 
had to take care of, beſides thoſe of this fold, which he 
would take care of alſo, ver(.16. Now ſays hegtherefore 
my Father loves me, becauſe 1 lay down my life, that.1 
might take it azain. This is that a of love jn me, this 
is that act of obedience from me tothe will and com- 
.mand of the Father, which drawethiand engageth the 
heart of the Farher (0 exceedingly.to.me,: Therefore my 
Father loveth me, becauſe 1 lay dawn my life, ſo readily, 
in ſucha way of love, in ſuch ſtrength of love:to: my 
ſheep, . that 1 might take it again to perfect their Salva- 
tion. So-thar God gave Chriſt this eſpecial ecommiand, 
as.well as Chriſt giverh it ws , .and-his| heart:was ſo 
much in it, that his love went out. towards'Chriſt, as 
Chriſts 
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Chriſts heart went outin "<4 JW his ſheep : This 
westhe motive, the attraRive' of the Fathers love to 
him z- 916-4376, therefore or for this my Father loveth me, 
becauſe I lay down my life,5c. | 

And could God do leſs then give Chriſt acommand 

to love them, when he gave them himto this very end, 
and therefore gave them unto him in all ſuch relations 
as might draw love, as, as his brethren (wherefore he is 
30t- aſhamed to call them brethren). as his own children 
behold- 1 and the children which thou haſt given me) as 
s ow17 moſt Lytoper Spouſe,as the very natural members 
of his'own ? What could his meaning be in all 
this, bur thar he ſhould exceedingly love and cheriſh 
them? And ſurely his Father would never have given 
them him, unleſs he had had very good aſſurance that 
he would love them well: And therefore, to put that 
out of doubt, he gave him love firſt before he gave 
him them, and when the Law was in his bowels, then 
he calls him forth to take care of them, Pal, 40. 7, 8. 
God firſt writ the Law of Love in his heart, and then 
he gave him theſe to love. And this is a ſecond ground 
which doth much prevail with the heart of Chriſt, and 
would ſway exccedingly with him, had he no affeRion 
_ of his own unto them: It is his Fathers will and plca- 
ſue, it is the great command of the Father to him, that: 
he ſhould love them, very-truly, fully and heartily, 
even as the Father loyed him. Bur thirdly, 

3, Chriſt loveth them becauſe of therr relation tothe 
Father and himſelf. They belong to the Father, and 
they belong to him ; they are Gods pu_ goo0ds,and 
his proper goods : Thine they were, and thou gaveſt them 
me. They are the children of the moſt High, the ſons and 
daughters of Fit own Father, his brethrea and. ſiſters by 
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Seneration ; his Spouſe, the Spouſe which his Father es 
pared for him and —_— him, the Spouſe which he him- 
ſelf purchaſed with his deareſt blood. There is the ſtrength 
and fycetneſs of the choyceſt relations'to draw his 
love, and theſe relations ſet oft too with all the com- 
mendable accents that can be, Now we know, Relations 
carry love with them, though there be no other ground 
of love beſides the relation. Ir is not deformiry{or any 
other unlovelineſs in others eyes) which can car out the 
love of relations, A man loveth his brother, his ſiſter, 
his wife, his child z though black, though crooked, 
though weak in body and mind. And thus is another 
ground why Chriſt loveth his, it is becaule they are his: 
and the Fathers,it is becauſe of their relation to the Fa- 
ther and him. | 

4. There is yeta further ground why Chriſt loveth 
them, which is becauſe of their likeneſs to himſelf and the 
Father ; becauſe his image (which is alſo the image of 
the Father) is implanted in them, and ſhall be perfe&ed 
upon them. 

Likeneff is the greateſt attractive of love that can be 
(for it moſt naturally drawerth it forth.) Likeneſs in 
nature, likeneſs in feature, likeneſs in diſpoſition, &c, 
are ſtrong drawers. Now thete is the greateſt likeneſs 
in the Saints to Chriſt that can be: There is no ſuch 
likeneſs to him any where elſe to be found, and there- 
fore no ſuch love can go forth from him any whither 
elſe. They have the ſame nature, the ſame lineaments, 
the ſame courſe, the ſame end with him, They have 
grace fo grace with Chriſt. They are like to him 1n eve- 
ry reſpect ; There is not one thing admirable in him, 
bur there is the likeneſs of it in them. Is he wiſe, holy, 
full of faith, love, all ſpiritual wiſdom and excellency ? 
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why they have not only a ſhare intheſe, bur they have 
alſo a copy of them writ on their own hearts. - Did he 
deſcend, ſuffer, dye ? &c, They follow him in the ſame 
ſteps, they take the ſame courſe with him, and are 
changed and perfected by him through theſe, after the 
ſame manner as he was changed and perfe&ted by his 
Father ( who made him -perfei? through ſufferings ) 
2 Cor. 3.18, ſo that every day they grow more like 
him. Ir is no marvel therefore it Chriſt love them 
ſo, how can he chulc, they being already fo far in, and 
growing ſo continually turther and further into his 
likeneſs ? 

And they are like his Father too : And next like- 
neſs to our ſelves, the image of our parents doth ex- 
cecdingly take us in any : and it takes Chriſt as much 
a5 his own likeneſs, becauſe he loveth the image of his 
Father, as well as himſelf. 

T hele are'the grounds whereupon the love of Chriſt 
is drawn forth towards the Saints. 

I TI. For the degree and ſtrength of it, itis the great- 
eſt that can be. Iris not only the moſt excellent kind 
of love, but it is advanced and drawn forth likewiſe to 
the utmoſt kind of degree. He loveth them with all his 
heart, and with all his foul, Greater love there cannot be 
then Chriſts,nor can love go out with greater ſtrength: 
And therefore Chriſt when he would expreſs how he 
would have us love our brethren to the utmoſt degree 
of our love(of that love God hath placed in us) he bids 
us love one another as he hath loved us. 

The ſtrength of Chriſts love to his appears in theſe 
three things. .In his wiſhing well to them, in his defire 
of union with them, in his readineſs ro do any thing for 
them. According to the degree and ſtrengrh of theſe, 
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is the degree and ftrength of love. For theſe as they 
flow from love, {o they riſe in height, life and vigor ac- 
cording tothe degree and ſtrength of love. 

1. The ſtrength of. Chriſts love appeareth x» hzs 
wiſtiag well unto them. We ever with good to the party 
we love,according to the degree of love we bear them: 
Now Chriſt wiſherh to his the greateſt good that can 
be. Look whatever is good for them in this world, 
what ever is good for them in the other world, he 
wiſheth unto them in the fulleſt manner and meaſure, 

There are three things chiefly good for his i» this 
world, in that ſtation wherein they ſtand, and in thar 
courſe which they are to run here, which are theſe. 
Preſervation from the evil of the world, Communion with 
their God, and to joy in God through him. (Lead us uot 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 1t is good for 
me to draw nigh to God. Rejoyce evermore.) And all theſe 
he wiſheth to his very heartily and fully, *' 

See how —_—_— he urgeth that requeſt, that 
God, would preferve them fron the evil of the world, 
Fob. x7. He yrgeth it ſo far, that he is fain to make an 
apology for it, that it was not fo much in reference to 
him, as to them and their ſtate z it was not ſo much to 
draw the thing down from him, as to draw up their 
heaxts toibeleeve the certain deſcent of it, Verſ. 1 3. 

Then for Communion with God, He did not only be- 
gia itbut he hath taken all ways to preſerve & increaſe 
. He hath layd the foundation of it berweenthem, he 
hath entred them into.it, and hath appointed Ordinan- 
ces forthe exerciſe and continuation of it, that therein 
God aa they might ſtill be nag; He receives God 

aggnc hand, and them on the other hand, and knits 
wpoth inbunſclf, cauſing them to flow into - a 
Tm * VE 
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live in each other, He "i God will abide in him, 
and thither he bringeth them, and biddeth them abide 
there alſo, Foh. 15, that they may ſtill be ſucking the 
{ſweetneſs of God through him, that being the only 
way : for as they come at firſt to enjoy God by Chriſt, 
{o they muſt ever draw the ſweetneſs of God through 
Chriſt. 

And for joying in God, he would always have them 
be doing it, and therefore leads them the ready way to 
it, Foh.14.1. Let not your heart be troubled, beleeve in 
Goa, and beleeve in me. Yea he would have them have 
full joy, F0h.14.11. Theſe things have I ſpoken unto you 
that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be 
full. Thus - tells them, and he tells God the (ame, 
Foh.17.13. And now 1 come to thee : and theſe things 1 
ſpeak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in 
themſelves, 1 am coming to Heavento thee, where I 
ſhall have joy enough, to ſit at thy right hand, where is 
Fulneſs of joy ; bur tor all that I ſhall never be ar reſt, 
unlels my Saints on Earth be full of joy alſo, and for 
that very end I ſpeak theſe things here at my departure, 
and preſs thee thus carneſtly in their behalf for thoſe 
things which their hearts moſt deſire, and which are 
moſt neceſſary for them, that it might conduce ſome- 
what that way,namely to the filling of their hearts with 
joy when I am gone. | 

Solikewile for the other world, he wiſheth them the 
beſt thing there, w1J, the full and perfett enjoyment f 
God. It was his very deſign, and the very end for whic 
he underwent all miſcries in this world ,.to bring 
them near to God, even into his preſence, that they 
might be filled with all the fulmſs of Gad, ('& every 
thing, which is there, is,) and he will neverlcave mo 
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be done. This is that he hath undertaken to bring them 
to inveternal life, or this is that eternal life which he is 
fitting them for, and will not fail to bring them into, 
viz. the enjoying God in pertection, the perfect enjoy- 
ing of a perfe& God, to enjoy God as he himſelf doth, 
which is as much and as fully as he can be enjoyed : 
They muſt be fel/ow-heirs, have the ſame inheritance 
with him, the ſame Kingdom, the ſame Crown, the ſame 
Life, the ſame Glory, the ſame Immortality, punctuall 
the very ſame inheritance, which inheritance-is Go 
for he is the ſole portion of Chriſt and of all his people, 
And then ſhall Chriſt ſee of the travel of his Soul and be 
ſatisfied in and concerning his ſeed, when he hath per- 
fely redeemed them, and layd them in the boſom of 
God.to ſuck in and enjoy all that is to be enjoyed there: 
when he hath fitted their hearts to receive God, even 
the fulneſs of God, and hath ſeen the fulneſs of God 
poured out into their hearts, and doth himſelf taſte and 
enjoyatthere. The Lord could never reſt (in the way 
of his operation) till he had emptied himſelf fully into 
Chriſt, and Chriſt can never reſt till he hathemptied 
himſelf with all that fulneſs into them, and till he hath 
brought them into himſelf, and through himſelf into 
God, and ſo both ways into all that fulneſs. And that 
God might take delight in them, and be as much with 
them, and do as much for them as is poſſible (in this 
time and day of ſeparation and diſtance) he plants wa- 
*xers, and cauſethto ſpring up in them the light, the life, 
the love of God,. and whatſoever elſe God delights to 
bein and with, both to cheriſh with his preſence, and to 
fl with his appearance, Foh. 17.26. 

* + Fhisis the firſt thing wherein the ſtrength of Chriſts 
love diſcovers it ſelf, wiz. in wiſhing well to _ =_ 
, elires 
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deſires of their good and . are extended to the 
utmoſt degree, and therefore his love from whence 
they proceed muſt needs be very large. . 

2. The ſtrength of Chriſts ove appeareth further, 
in his deſire of union with them. Every thing defireth 
union with what it loveth, according to the nature and 
degree of the love it bears : If therefore we would 
know how ſtrong Chriſts love is, let us ſee what kind 
of defire of union there is in him. 

Now his defire of union with them is as large as his 
well-wiſhes to them. He defireth the moſt perfe& and 
compleat union with them that poflibly can be, and as 
ſoon as may be. He would have the union preſent and 
growing, ldrge and laſting, 

Not to follow theſe heads particularly,conſfider how 
full an union he defires and the largeneſs of his deſire 
but in theſe four reſpects. 

1, Hedeſireth to have them with him, ts have them be 
where ever he is. If there were a perſon whom we 
could never/endure to have out of our ſight, bur he 
muſt ſtill be where we were, in the room with us, at 
board withus, in bed with us, if we could never abide 
ro go any whither or do any thing withourthar perſon, 
every one (who ſaw this) would conclude there to be a 
great ſtrength of afﬀeRion in us towards that perſon. 
Why thus it is with Chriſt : Do the Father what he 
will for them, take he never ſo much care of them, &c. 
it will not ſerve Chriſts turn, it will not ſatisfie Chriſts 
heart, but they muſt be with him, in his Country, in his 
houſe, at his board, in his bed, they muſt walk upand 
down with him in the fulneſs of the Father. And this 
little momentany abſence of his from them, it is meerly 
out of judgment, knowing it to be good both for him- 
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ſelf and them, and for the glory of his Father, but itis 
as much as his heart can doto bear it. And he profeſ[- 
edly tells his Father it muſt not be ſo always, Feh.17. 
24. Father, 1 will that they alſo whom thou haſt given me, 
be with me where I am, &c, Did ye ever oblerve Chrift 
to uſe ſuch a manner of praying before, Father, I will ? 
as if he had ſaid, If I would abate ſomewhat of my for- 
mer petitions, and thauld be content that thou ſhouldſt 
not preſerve them from the evil of the world, but let 
them tumble a little in the mire,ſo that thou didſt them 
good by it, Though I might like this well enough, yet 
this of their being with me I cannor, I will not : Father, 
will, Thou haſt made mea King, and this is my will 
and pleaſure in reference to them, which I cannot vary 
from. I muſt have them with me ; I do fo love them, 
that I cannot live long here without their company : 
My glory is no glory to me, unleſs they ſee and enjoy it 
with me. If therefore thoy meaneſt to keep me in Hea- 
ven, thou muſt bring them up to Heaven, tor I cannor, 
I will not live there without them, 
2. It will not ſerye Chriſts turn to have them with 
him, but he muſt alſo have them 7» him : A ſtrange 
kind of union. What welove we hug in our boſoms, 
Now as Chriſts love is more inward and intenſe then 
any other love, So he muſt haye more inward expreſ- 
ſions too, he muſt hug them in the infide of his boſom, 
They muſt be i» him ; He muſt have them within his 
very heart, to make much of them there. Foh.17.21. 
That they all may be one, as thou Father art in me, and 1 
in thee, that they alſo may be one in us, This deſire, this 
requeſt Chriſt putteth up for them all, he would have 
them all both in God and in himſelf. This is the thing 
he drives at concerning them, and this is the reaſon why 
| he 
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he begs ſo much the care and protection of God over 
them, inthe foregoing part ot the Chapter, tharthey 

all-may ar length come to a perfe& union in God and 
in him. Indeed the ſtation of Beleevers here is in 
Chriſt, they are graffed into him, planted into him, 
feated in him, in him to abide, and in him to grow, as 
the branch is in the Vine : But this is not the perte'& 
kind of union,or at leaſt not perfect in its kind, they a.re 
not all thus in him, nor are any,that are but thus in hin 1, 
perfe&ly in him. There is a ſweeter, a fuller, a com - 
pleater being and abiding in him, which he longeth anc | 
prayeth for,to fill him.to be his tulnets,to be all to him 
and ſuck all from him. 
3. Nay thirdly, This will not ſerve his turn neither, 
but he muſt alſo be i» them, They muſt be with him 
and in him, and he with them and in them. They muſt 
live in his Kingdom, in his Spirit, within his Life ; and.. 
he muſt belive, dwell, in their ſrprius, 1n their country, 
Now this *1>iuch an union as was never heard of, for 
rene to be inthat which is in him : Bur Chriſts love is a 
ft * ze kind of love, and therefore may well produce 
a ſtrange kind of union, even ſo ſtrange as he that is not 
acquainted with. this love cannot apprehend poſlible. 
For thar to be the continent which is contained, to be 
in that which it doth contain in it (cf, how can this be 2 
Yet the Scripture is expreſs for it, Foh.17.2 3.1 in them, 
and thou in me, that they may be made perfett in one. And 
again, Verſ.26, That the love wherewith thos haſt loved 
me,may be in them,and I in them, He cannot be ſatisfied, 
only to have them lie in his heart ( though thar liketh 
him very well,) but he muſt alſo lic in their heart. He | 
muſt have the ſame place in them, that he giveth them 


in himſelf. As he prepares a boſom for them, ſo he can- 
not 
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not be content” unleſs he find a boſom in them. They 
muſt be hs houſe, his home, his Tabernacle, his dwelling, 
yea his reſting place,as he is theirs. 1 in them. No where 
muſt they be, but in Chriſt ; no where will Chriſt be, 
butin them : He can be no where elſe, He can live no 
where elſe, He can reſt no where elſe, He can enjoy 
hig elf no where elſe, What Chriſt is to God, we are 
to''Chriſt ; we come from him, and yet he cannot be 
Wi thout us: As we cannot live butin him,ſo he cannot 
liy-e but in us; He doth not reckon his life as life, until 
he/: come to enjoy us. His life doth as it were wither 
x, bile it is baniſhed from us, itlives alone, it doth not 
bring forth fruit, 24y it doth not enjoy it ſelf : Bur 
* when it cometh to be ſet. up 1nus, ihen it will be life in- 
deed, and then it will live indeed. 
4. Neither will all this ſerve, but that nothing migk. 
draw him from them, and he might have full and only 
content in them, he muſt have all of Ged (all thatever he 
can need to look after or deſire) in them. As he placeth 
all that they ſhall need or can deſire of God, he pon 
all this-in himſelf, that they ſhall not need to ſeek for 
any thing out of him : So he placeth all that he can de- 
fire in them, that he may have no temptation to move 
his eye or ſpirit any further in the leaſt. The fulleſt 
enjoyment of God that ever his heart ſhall meet with, 
he deſires to have in them, That he may have no cauſe 
of ſtirring out from them, to ſeek any thing of God, he 
will have all of God in them. He doth as it were let 
g0 God, as he himſelf grew out of him, to cleave to 
God, as he (that is, God) groweth up in them. This is 
the great Myſtery, the Myſtery of that ſpiritual offedti- 
on which is between Chriſt and the Church; They for- 
ſake God to enjoy one another ; They can delight no 
where, 
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. Where, innothing of God, bur in one another. Epheſ.5. 
31. For this cauſe ſhall a man leave his father and mother, 
and cleave to his wife, and they two ſhall be one fleſh. This 
is a very myſterious thing : That a man ſhould leave 
that tye and relation which is natural, to make up ano- 
ther which is artificial z That a man ſhould looſen him- 
ſelf from that which is neareſt to him, to unite himſelf 
to that which is far off from him ; That a man ſhould 
leave his own father who begat him, and his mother 
which bare him, and go caſt all his love upon a wife 

which was a meer ſtranger to him. Yea faith the A- 
poſtle, bur I ſpeak concerning Chriſt and the Church, 
This i agreat Myſtery * but I Peak concerning Chriſt and 
the Church, verſ.32. Theres a-Myſtery indeed, Thar 
Chriſt ſhould leave his Father as it were, that no com- 

munion of Chriſt with his very Father will ſerve him 
but in his Church, that what ever Gveetneſs God will 

ive himto taſte of, he muſt pur itinto his Church,and 

ſer him taſte it there, that he 1s not ſatisfied with his Fa- 

thers houſe and preſence in any other way of enjoy- 

ment but in his Spouſe, and will leave it every other 
way, bur as he can have it and enjoy it in her. This is 

wonderfully myſterious, and is a little ſhadowed our in 

that common relation between man and wife, where we 

find ſuch a kind of paſſage as this is. 

And this may be the reaſon why Chriſt defireth that 
the love of God may be in them, even thar very love 
wherewith God had loved him, Foh.17.26. That the 
love wherewith thou ha# loved me, may be in them, and I 
in them, I would fain be in them, and yetI would loſe 
nothing of thee by it, therefore I would have that very 
love wherewith thou haſt loved me, be in them, that I 
may find it there. As God hath placed all his love in 
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Chriſt for us, and there we come to it: So Chriſt 
would have God place all his love in us for him,thar he 
nced not go any further then us for any thing of God. 
Chriſt knoweth thar if he hath rhe love of God, he hath 
all ; and that he would have in us, becauſe he would 
conſtantly and perfe&ly be centred in us: Becauſe he 
would be fixed there, he would have every thing there 
that his heart can deſire, and that only is the loye 
wherewith God loved him, which he was contented to 
part with, that he might take it up again, 

This is the ſecond thing wherein the ſtrength of 
Chriſts love appears, H# deſire of union, which being ſo 
vaſt, what is the ſpring which nouriſherh it £ 

3. The ſtrength of Chriſts love appeareth yet fur- 
ther, in his readineſs to do any thing for them, 5 6 is 
active, it is ever in doing for that it loves according to 
the degree of it. Now the greater and more conſtant 
this propeality is, the greater and ſtronger muſt that 
root of love needs be from whence it loweth. His 
readineſs to do for them appears in theſe three re- 
ſpc&s. | 
1. What ever excellency was in him which might do 
them _—__ would pur forth ro the utmoft : His wiſ. 
dom, his ſtrength, his love, or what ever elſe was pre- 
cious in him, he never ſpared, when they had need of 
them. Whatever he was able todo in himſelf, he 
4 ſure to do for them , when their need called 

or it. 
2. Whatever was dear to him, he would part with for 
them. He would let any thing go(though neyer o plea- 
ſant) which he himſelt enjoyed, if thereby he might ad- 
vantage them, The glory he had with his Father before 
the world was, he laycth down for their ſakes : His 
dear 
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dear life he counted not = A him, when he was to 
part with ir for their good. 
z: He would and ſtill will venture any thing for them, 

is choyceſt intereſt in God he hath and will hazard at 
any time tq ſave them : When God is moſt angry, he 
is not backward to ſtep in and deſire him to ſheaths his 
{word, for he muſt not ſtrike them unleſs he ſtrike 
through him firſt, which he knows he cannot, he will 
not do. Was it not a venturqys thing for Aaron, when 
God was angry and executing vengeance, to run and 
ſand between the living and the dead, to ſtop God in the 
courſe of his wrath, to beat it back as it were forcibly : 
yet Aaron was but a type of Chriſt herein, who doth 
the ſame thing more effectually and powertully every 


He that will thus lay ont all, he that will thus loſe 
and part with all, He that will not yer ſtick continually 
to venture what he hath received anew, hath certainly 
a ſtock of very rich love, and great ſtore of ir, 

I V. For the aftings of his love, wherein both the 
nature and ſtrength of it will yet further appear, the 
are wonderful great and ſtrange, and that it we conſ1- 
der them cither in the yarieties of his conditions, or in 
the varicties of their conditions, for he is ſtill the ſame 
in both, How everhis ſtate or heart was changed by 
the power of his condition, yet it was never changed to- 
wards them, when it moſt failed and fainted it remain- 
ed in ſtrength of love to them, and how ever they were 
__ either in themſelyes or towards him, yer it 
could produce no other alteration in him towards them, 
then ſuch as proceeded from his love, and was profit- 
able for them. 


I. Look on him under the variety of his own conditions. 
F 2 When 


mas, AIRF: 
When he was in Heaven, long before this world was 

made, he fell in love with them there, The firſt ſighr 
his Father gave him of them raviſhed his heart, His 
love then acted three ways, or expreſſed it (elf in three 
things towards them. | 

I. In his defire to have them his-wife, So ſoonas ever 
he ſaw them, This 75,ſaith he, bone of my bone,.and fleſh of 
my fleſh, This was taken out of me, hs is part of my 
ſelt, which muſt be agaza united to me, or I ſhall feel 
want. There is no helper to be found for me out of my 
ſclf, and this is that meet helper in which my heart can 
alone find reſt. He knew her, {o ſoon as ever he beheld 
her, as the beloved of his Soul, and never did any more 
ardently or naturally ſeek room for his ſpirit in any 
thing, then he did for himſelf in her. 

2. In undertaking all that God required thereto. He 
was content to ſerve for his wife, (Facob's ſerving for 
his was but a type hereof.) He was content to purchaſe, 
to buy his wife, and that with no ſmall price : And he 
was content to fight for her, after he had done it, he 
undertook to deal with all her enemies, Sin, Devil, 
Death, Grave, Hell, and redeem her from them all. He 
did ſo loye her, that he was willing to take the hardeſt 
ways that could be to come by her, rather then go with- 
out her. His love would not ſuffer him to ſtand capi- 
tulating upon the terms, but ſo ſhe may be his, he careth 
not what he undertake or undergo for her. 

3+ In his delighting in her then. He did not grumble 
at the price when he began to conſider of jr, he-did not 
repent of the large offer he made for her, nor ever ſo 
much as ſaid ſhe coſt me too dear, bur it rejoyceth his 
heart to think on her, and the ſight of her doth revive 
him more then the fight of the trouble, hardſhip and 
miſery 


miſery that-lies between him and her, and which he 
mult neceſſarily paſs through before he can enjoy her. 
Prov, $. 30, 31. Then was I by him, &c. rejoycing in the 
habitable part of his Earth, and my delights were with the 
ſons of men, This he did notwithſtanding he was then 
in Heaven, drowned in glory there, -and knew ſhe was 
to be found by him in this miſerable corrupted world, 
and in a moſt corrupt and miſerable condition in it, yet 
the ſight of his Spouſe is of ſuch vertue with him, that 
—_—_— this diſadvantage,it can adminiſter joy 
and delight to him even inthe midſt of the fulneſs of 
the joys of Heaven, | 
Again, Look on him when he came into this world. 
Though he was to leave the glory of Heaven, after he 
had been ſo accuſtomed to the Crecneh of ir, yet he 
comes skipping into it, Zo I come, ſaith he z haſt thou 
prepared me 4 body ? I will not delay to take it up. And 
what made him ſo willing thereunto, but the ſtrength 
of his love to them for whoſe ſake he did it? Thy Law 
is in the midſt of my bowels ; what Law, but the Law of 
Love to his Father and to his Spouſe? And his low 
and mean condition we never find troubling of him, 
nor any affliction. he met with, his love to them- {0 
ſweetened every thing he was to do for them. Yea that 
bitter cup at which he ſo ſtartled when he took ir, be- 
cauſe of that terrible gall and wormwood wherewith 
it was filled, yet how did he long to drink it off for their 
ſakes ! 1have 4 Baptiſm tobe baptized with, and how am 
1 ftraitned till it be accompliſhed ! Methinks my bowels 
are bound up, I do not {cem to my felf to have ex- 
preſſed love enough to my people, until I have 
done it. | 
And while he was preſent here, he bent himſelf ro 
4 g1vec 


[38] | 
give forth and leave behind him teſtimonies of his love 
toall poſteriry. He choſe a company of Diſciples to 
be patterns of his aings towards all his Saints, tothe 
worlds end ; who themſelves were types of what his 
Saints would be, and his:aings towards them were 
types of what he would a& towards his Saints, which 
is not again to be done outwardly, butis continually 
done by him inwardly in and towards his. Now con- 
ſider what theſe were, and how he behaved himſelf to- 
wards them. : They were men full of weakyeff, full of 
darknefi,full of paſtons,tull of pride, often ſtriving who 
ſhould be greateſt, expecting fleſhly pomp and adyan- 

rage by him, much failing in love to him, ( what, xox 
watch mith me one hour ? ) in ſo much as they left him 
when he had moſt need of them, they hid themſelves 
from: him, they denyed him, they feared a little re- 
proach or danger for his ſake, who feared nothing for 
theirs: And yet how tender was he of them continu- 
ally, not upbraiding them for their unkindneſſes, nor 
neglecting any act of kindneſs towards them, Aﬀeer 
his Reſurre&ion he ſtayeth forty days from glory for 
their ſakes, to ſatisfie rhem about his Reſl urreion. and 
his love to them, and to give ther full inſtructions a- 
bout the ordering of his Kingdom here on Earth, 
wherein their ſafery, peace and comfort lay. 

And now he is in Heaven, he ſpends his whole time 
forthem, He is taking up ſtill chete whar belongs to 
them. He is keeping all ſurmiſes from the hearr of 
God, and daſhing all pleas which the Devil craftil 
and maliciouſly is ſtill entering in againſt them. He1s 
ſuing out warrants! from/God to have dayly beftowrd 
upon them what grace can do for them for the beſt, 1c- 
cording to their conditions: And he fends his beſt 

| ' friend, 
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friend, the Spirit, out of his = boſom to bring him 
news how it fares with them, and to look to their hearts 
while they arc in this world, and to be dayly workin 
them up to bleſſedne(s. . And, methinks, I hear Chriſ 
everand anon renewing his charge, as he ſends him ; 
Go, look to my little ones, ſee they want nothing that thou 
canſt do for them : See that they want no light in that dark 
world wherein they are : See they want no b, e in the midſt 
of that dead world : See they want no comfort in the midſt 

of thoſe diftreſſes, which it pleaſeth my Father to exerciſe 
them with. Go aud bear with their unkind attings towards 
thee, Conſider where they are, conſider what they are, conſi- 
der what they ſuffer, and deal gently with them for my ſake, 
and what affronts they put upon thee, or what 1njuries they 
offer thee, 1 will make up to thee, as I have already done un- 


to my Father. 
2. Look on the aftings of his love towards them under 


the variety of their conditions. 

Firſt, 1n their unconverted eſtate, in that moſt loathſom 
eſtate wherein he findeth them lying, before he bring- 
eth them home to God : His heart doth not then loath 
them, but is pitying them, and contriving how he may 
bring them home with moſt advantage ; Other ſheep 7 
have which are not of this fold, thew alſo I muſt bring, 
Fob. 10, 16. He ſhews where his heart was, when E 
ſaid little, namely upon his ſheep, his loſt ſheep, his 
ſcattered ſheep, abour bringing them into the fold 
wherethey may be ſafe and at - 4 

2%, In their converted eſtate, and their ſeveral turns and 
changes there. In all their ſickneſſes, in all their relapſes, 
in all the wiſeries which befall them by their Gwn tol- 
ly, in all their ful 27jngs againſt God, in all their 


wnkind atings towards him, inthe midſt (which gun 
mo 
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moſt to his heart ) of their grieving of his holy Spirit, 
when they are ſtubborn and rebellious, and a& moſt 
unthanktully, when they will nor truſt him, nor by no 
means be perſwaded of the love he bearerth towards 
them, bur are interpreting that ill which he intended 
well, ſtriving againſt all rhe good which he is doing 
them, and doing that moſt eagerly which his Soul moſt 
abhorreth in them, yerthen, cventhen is he doing for 
them the beſt offices of loye which poſſibly can be 
done, As they then moſt need the care, love and ten- 
derneſs of Chriſt, ſo he will be ſure then to lay it out 
for them. And when at any time he worketh in them, 
by his own Spirit, - what is pleaſing in his eyes, he attri- 
buterh it-to them, and accepteth ir from them, as if it 
were their own. Indeed they do nothing, not ſo much 
as think a good thought of Crnkirns, but he doth all 
in them, and yet he attributeth all ro them, If the pur ir 
into their hearts, and enable them to feed or clothe any 
of his, he ſetteth it upon their account, and upon an 
' high account too, evenas their feeding and clothing of 
him. He thinks no ill of them, he interprets every thing 
inthe beſt kind concerning them, He loves them ſo as 
nothing in them or from - I can mitigate his affeRi- 
on to them, or hinder him from doing the utmoſt he 
can for their good, He takes occaſion from all their un- 
lovelineſs to ſtir up his heart to acts of love towards 
them ſuitable ro that their ſtate, bur never to decline 
thereby from them, Here is love indeed. Ir would be 
t00 tedious to inſtance in the ſeveral acts in the ſeveral 
kinds of it, as in pity, in care, in bounty, in delight,&c, 
wherein the high and noble ſtrain of his love doth on 


every occaſion put forthit ſelf, Let it ſuffice therefore 
to have giyen a little touch at it. 


'V. For 
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V. For the manner of his acting love, Love aReth in 
him this fourfold way, or he performeth the acts of 
love after this fourfold manner, Primarily, Purely,S uit- 
ably, and Fervently. 

I, Primarily, He is firſt in love,and firſt in every a& 
of love. What he ſpeaketh of that one a&t of love,vis, 
of Elettion, Joh.15.16. Te have not choſen me,but I have 
choſen you, he was firſt in it, is true of every a& elſe. He 
doth not ſtay for acts of love from us, before he per- 
formeth acts of love to us, but we love hins becauſe he 
loved «s firſt, and we perform acts of love to him, be- 
cauſe we firſt learned them of him, As Chriſt learned 
his love of the Father, ſo we learn our love of Chriſt. 
Yea before' we can perform any a& of love to him, 
there muſt ſeveral acts of love go forth from him to- 
wards us: he muſt both give us the grace, and quicken 
it, and draw it forth whenſoever we act any thing with 
affection towards him. "They are not our prayers that 
move him, bur his love is before them, ( and yet what 
can move him more * ) bur it is his love, the ſpirit of 
his love from and according to his love, that reacheth, 
guideth and enableth us to pray. 

2. Purely, not with by-ams or by-ends concerning 
bimſelf, bur as he loves with pure affection, ſo he loves 
in a pure manner. As his love is ſpiritual love,ſo itacts 
ſpiritually, it hath no by-ends, no by-ways, bur all its 
motions are like ir ſelf, Irs purity diſcovereth it (elf in 
theſe three reſpects. 

I, It will do nothing to diſhonour God through love 
tothem. Though Chriſt love them unſpeakably, ex- 
ceedingly deſiring their happineſs and his enjoyment 
of them, yet he will not intrench upon God in the leaſt, 
in cftcing of it, Lo I come, 1 delight to do thy will, O my 
X G God. 
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God. And again, 1 ds _ 1 things which pleaſe him, 
And when he ſpeaks of having finiſhed his courſe, Foh. 
17. 1 have glorified thy Name, ſaith he. Though he was 
always full of affection of ſtrengthto them, and did 
every thing in great love to them, yet it never carried 
him afide trom the honour of his Fathers Name, 
2, Itwill negle& nothing that may be for their good, 
though it neyer ſo much offend them. If they wamt « 
chiding, it they want reproof, if they want rods, yea if 
they want ſcorpions, they ſhall have them : And it they 

row nec and cry out, Chriſt doth not love me, 

or if he did he could not thus deal with me, all this 
ſhall not ſave them, but he will laſh and ſting them ſo 
much the more, not out of ill will or paſhon, bur be- * 
cauſe the condition of their froward ſpirits requireth ſo 
much the more, which cannot ( as the ſtate ſtands) be 
abated without prejudice. Chriſt doth not love them 
with a doting love, to let them ſee nothing but whar 
they will call a&s of loye, bur he will dothat which he 
knoweth to be an a& of love, how ever they inter- 
prer it. SEE 
3- Ir will do nothing which'may be for their hurt. 
Though they are apt to nouriſh humors, yet Chriſt 
will never be drawn, through his love to them, to nou- 
riſh-thoſe humors. Hence it is that the Soul though it 
beg never ſo hard for ſome one mercy, and that a ſpi- 
ritual mercy, ufing all its intereſt in Chriſt to obtain ir, 
yet (in ſome caſes) it can by no means come neer it, bur 
the mercy doth as it were run the further from him, by 
how much the more he ſeeketh it. This arocentich 
from the purity of the love of Chriſt, who knoweth 
what condition. they are in, and how ill this mercy 
would ſuit them in their preſent condition, r_ 
wou 
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would feed ſome luſts =. Li they are not aware ) 
which ſtand ready to prey upon it, and fatren them- 
ſelves with it,ſo ſoon as it ſhould be given in: Perhaps 
it would lift them up in their own thoughts, and ſo (ci- 
ther that or ſome other way) interrupt their naked de- 
pendance upon God, and any ſuch evil conſequence 
(which they may not tear, bur ſuppoſe that the mercy 
it ſelf _ preſerve them from) would dothem more 
_ then the enjoyment of the mercy could do them 
: 3. Suitably. Chriſt puts forth ſuch as of love and 
{o,as their need requireth. Sometimes he purterh forth 
aQts of pity, ſometimes acts of help, ſometimes acts of 
. delight : Notall at all times, bur what our preſent eſtate 
and every thing conſidered together doth call for. The 
not underſtanding of this cauſeth Chriſtians ſo often to 
queſtion the love of Chiit towards them : If he be not 
continually putting forth a&ts of delight in them, and 
giving teſtimonies of ſweetneſs to them, they are aptto 

ink that his love at leaſt declines ; whereas there are 
heart-workings of love in Chriſt which they cannot 
pm (bur only know by fairh that they muſt needs 

) nor is it fit that they ſhould perceive them, inthe 
condition that they fometimes are in: Bur as Chrift 
hath revealcd his love to be ever conſtant and ſtrong 
to-them, ſo they ſhould cyer beleceve it to be ſoz and tt 
isthe glory of fairh ſoto judg of it, when as nothing of 


it appears inthe view of ſenſe. To what end hath God 
ren them faith, if they notwithſtanding eſteem of 

ings by and according to ſenſe © Bur what ever con- 
dition they arc in, rhough Chriſts love may nor d{co- 
ver it ſelf tothem in the way they expe and deltre, 
yet & always gocth forth inthe moſt ſuirable way. 7» 
G 2 
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all their miſeries he i not only pitying them, but bearing 
them company ; He bears their burdens with them, he 
helps them, he ſupports them, he contrives and proſe- 
cutes their reſcue and redemption; and if he may not 
do it openly, yet he will not fail to do it effectually, 
though lecretly and unſeen by them, What ever their 
diſtreſs be, whether outward or inward, whether by fin 
from within, or by affliction from without, even when 
they have caught a grievous fall by their own folly and 
head-ſtrongneſs, yer even then is he mourning over 
them, and conſidering how he may raiſe. them up again 
with moſt advantage. Rejoyce not againſt me, O mine 
enemy, though 1 fall, I ſhall riſe again. In-our loweſt ebb 
he is certainly thus with us, doing this for us, though 
we cannot poſſibly imagine ; Neverthelefs I am ſtill with 
thee, thou paldeſt me by my right hand, {aid the Spirit of 
Chriſt, in D#&wid, when he had feemed to himſelf neg- 
le&ed and removed from the care and love of God be- 
ond the common ſort of the world. 1n their weakneſſes 
c is ſtill condeſcending to them, he bears with all their 
infirmities, yea he apologizeth for them in his. own 
heart, The hirit indeed-is willing, but the fleſh is weak : 
He confidereth both whart frail fleſh they are, and what 
a ſtrong body of corruption- hangeth about them in 
this their weak eſtate. When ever they do well, he is de- 
lighting in them : A father will not ſtroke or be plea- 


ſant, with his child when he behaveth himſelf unto- . 


wardly, Chriſt knoweth it is unfit to expreſs delight in 
them-then, Therefore Chriſt telleth his Diſciples inthe 


to verſe of this 15 Chapter of Fohy, that if they kept 
his Commandments they ſhould abide in his love, that 
is (in part) in the ſenſible expreſſions of it, they ſhould 
find hun delighting in them, verſ. 11, 


4. Fer- 


4. Fervently, He performeth every a& of love in a 
warm manner; He burneth, his heart boileth in eve 
at of love. As his love is ſtrong, ſo he eckoemink 
every a& of love with the ſtrength of it. His bowels 
yern and roul within him, when he pities. He helpeth 
with all his might : He vehemently gaſpeth after union 
with them, and enjoyment of them : He delighterh in 
them with his whole heart and with all his Soul, His 
heart leapeth within him in as of delight; He never 
expreſſeth more to them then is in his heart, nay he ne- 
ver expreſleth ſo much, he letteth them only tee what 
is profitable for them to ſee. This is the manner of the 
acting of Chriſts love. And thus we ſee the love of 
Chriſt, after a ſor, in a weak dark manner, opened. 

Behold then the Rule ye are to ſet before you, the 
Copy which ye are to write after in loving one another. 
Thus hath Chriſt loved his, and thus are they who are 
Chriſts to love one another,which to imprint the better 
I ſhall a little briefly recite, as 

I, With a love of this nature ; not with carnal love, 
but with ſpiritual love z not with the love of your own 
old nature, but with the love of the new nature; not 
with your own natural affe&ion which ye have from 
Adam, but with that new affe&ion which God hath gi- 
ven you from and in Chriſt, 

' 2, Upon ſuch grounds. Not for the lovelineſs of 
their perſons, the ſweetneſs of their diſpoſition and car- 
riage,or their kindneſs to you or yours, &c. Alas,theſe 
are too carnal grounds for that love, which is truly ſpi- 
ritual, to move upon : Thefe may move your natural 
affe&ions, ( and thoſe indeed ſuch kind of things as 
theſe ſhould move,) but the love, which is here called 
for, is ſpiritual, and fo muſt the grounds be, even 
G 3 ſuch 
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ſuch as Chriſts own love moveth __ , as 

The Fathers love to them, and Chriſts love no them, If 
thou partakeſt of the divine nature, and haſt the ſame 
love with the Father and with Chriſt,letit follow rhem 
in ating. Love what they love, and love becauſe 
they love. 

The Fathers will and Chrifts will, that thou ſhouldſt 
loyethem. Letthat Will which is the Former of thy 
love bethe guide and ground of thy love. 

Their relation to the Father and to _ ea and to 
thee too inthe Spirit and Body of Chriſt. As thy love 
is ſpiritual, ſo thou mayſt found it upon thy ſpiritual 
relation. 

Their likeneſs to the Father and to Chriſt, yea and to 
thy ſelf too in that which is beſt in thee. 

If thy love be nor ſpiritual, and faſtened upon fpiri- 
tual grounds, it will not laſt. If thou loveſt them for 
ſweetneſs of diſpoſition,nay for the gitts of God which 
appear in them ; when thele ſhall at any time fail, th 
love wanting its ground-work, will alſo fail : but if it 
be well-founded, it will then be as firm and as full as 
ever, when all ſuch conſiderations and motives fink 
trom under it. O take heed of loving Saints for gifts, 
not for meer grace z or for the outward lively acti 
= grace, not for the inward ſubſtance of grace in their 

carts. 

3. With ſuch ſtrength of love. Come as neer the 
degree of Chriſts love towards them, as thou canſt, Let 
thy well-wiſhes be large towards them, (be ever pray- 
ing for them,)thy deſire of union and communion with 
them ſtrong,thy readineſs to-do them good(cven to the 
laying down ot thy life for them) great. 

4+ Let the atings of thy love remain vigorous to- 

wards 
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wards them in all the varieties of thy conditions, and in 
all the varieties of their conditidns. We are very unlike 
Chriſt in this reſpe&t, Our own conditions ſeldom 
change, our brethrens conditions ſeldom change, but 
ourlove varicth towards them. 

. Loveinſuch a manner as Chriſt did. Be firſt iz 
PE. Aim ata precedency in all the acts of love, who 
ſhall firſt pity, and who ſhall firſt pardon,&c, Do not 
ſtay for the workings of their affections to meaſure or 
let out thine by, ( this is a rule corrupt nature hath ſer 
up, not grace, ) but kindle and inflame theirs by 
thine. 

And be ſure to love purely. Love one another with a 
pure heart. Never diſhonor God, never do any thing 
which may hurt them, by any act of love. Never for- 
bear doing them good for fear of crofling them. Croſs 
them as much as thou wilt, ſo thou manage it with wiſ- 
dom and tenderneſs proportionable for their good. 
Let all thy oppoſitions againſt them appear to be the 
oppoſitions of love, formed by love, brought forth 
with love, and only continued in love. Sweet and 
wholeſom are thoſe wounds which love meaſures 
our. 

And a& love Ren. When they are in diſtreſs, piry 
them :- When thou ſeeſt them heavy loaden, =P to 
bear their burden with them, Bear ye one anothers bur- 
dens, and ſo fulfil che Law f Chriſt, (this is a great part 
of the Law of this Love, which is Chriſts Law, which 
is his Commandment, the bearing of. one anothers 
weights and preſſures, whether of fin or ſorrow.) 
Wherein they are over-layd bear for them, wherein 
they are weak bear with them,condeſcend to their low- 


neſs, to their ſhallowneſs, inthe things of God ; what 
is- 
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is above their ſtrength do not admit them unto by no 
means, how angry {o&her they may be thereupon ; - hin: 
that is weak in the faith receive, but not to doubtful diſÞ u- 
zations,not to the judging and diſcerning of ſuchthings 
as require a greater ſtrength of eye-ſight then is diſ- 
penſed to him. Where thou ſceſt their hearts act plain- 
ly towards God, expreſs delight in them, but take heed 
of manifeſting delight in them when they are ſtubborn 
to Chriſt : for thou art not left ar liberty to a& love to 
them as thou ſhalt think good, butin a way ſuitable to 
their conditions. When thou ſeeſt the fleth prevail in 
them, thou muſt warn and check them, and complain 
to the Church of them if need be. Tho ſhalt not hate 
thy brother in thine heart : thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy 
neighbor, and not ſuffer ſin ; wi him, Levit.19. 17. So 
when thy brother offends thee, thou art firſt to tell him 
of his fault between him and thee, then to take two or 
three with thee, and ar laſt to acquaint the Church with 
ir, Mat.18, This is not to be done {imply to get thy ſelf 
righted, bur rather in love to thy brother, for the good 
of whoſe Soul ( as well as for the peace and ſafety of 
the Church) this Ordinance is appointed. But there is 
a vaſt difference between theſe things being done from 
the truth and purity of love, and from a fleſhly ſelfiſh 
ſpirit, the one ſeeking its brother, the other it (elf in 
theſe things. 

Act love alſo fervently, Let love burn within,and let 
all the motions and operations of it come forth boilin 
hot. Pity fervently, pray fervently for them, put fort 
thy helping hand 44 ardency of affeftion. Let there 
be ſuch an heat in the ſpirit as may cauſe the whole 
courſe. of love {weetly and warmly to flow from the 
new nature, - that the motions and operations of it may 

not 
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not.come unkindly and wg forced out of the old 
nature, 1s any affiicted,and 1 burn not ? (ſaith Paul : and 
how was he in travel again with the Galatians * Love 
one another with a pure heart, fervently. 

Laſtly, Be ſure thqu let nothing in or from them mi- 
tigate thine affections towards them, It may mitigate 
thy expreſſions in ſome kinds, but it may not dull 
thine affeQions, but whet and ſharpen them to firthem 
for that which is now proper for them. Though thy 
brother treſpaſs againſt thee, thou muſt not be provo- 
ked by him, but forgive him till ſeventy times ſeven 
times, Seventy times ſeven times treſpals of thy bro- 
ther againſt thee, muſt not put thee our of a forgiving 
temper towards him, but thou muſt be as ready, na 
more ready to forgive, then he can be prone to offend. 
Thou aſl not ſay 'tis careleſIneſs or obſtinacy in him, 
or he might have avoyded it it he would, no not at his 
ſeventy ſeventh time of his treſpaſſing againſt thee, but 
thou ſhouldſt be as ready to forgive him as thou waſt 
or couldſt be the firſt time. We ſhould not be mur- 
muring againſt any miſcarriages of our brethren, bur 
bleſs od who hath taught us and given us grace to pi- 
ty them, to pray for them, and to be otherwiſe ſweetly 
and meckly helpful ro them in love, towards raiſing 
and reſtoring of them, And thus the firſt Queſtion is 
diſpatched, How Chriſt loveth the Saints ? The ſecond 
15 now to enſue, which is, 

Why the heart of Chriſt s ſo much in this thing ? why 
of -all Commandments Chriſt picketh our this Com- 
mand as his,and driveth it home in ſuch a forcible man- 
ner upon them, as here he doth 2 
;  Anſ. It is not for nothing, or upon no conſiderati- 
on that the Spirir of Chriſt is thus earneſt, for there is a 
H weight 
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werzht in the ſpirit of the thing which draweth him. 
The practiſe of this is of mighty concernment {1 this 
diſpenſation of life, which God is pleaſed ro miniſter 
by him, and that both in reſpe& of God, and in reſpe& 
of the duty itſelf. 

In reſpe&t of God, There are ſome conſiderations in 
reterence to him, which cannot but incline Chriſts heart 
very much unto itz, as, 

1, Chriſts heart is let ſo much upon this thing, be- 
cauſe the heart of God is ſo much in it. Chriſt came 
but as Gods Miniſter, and gave Commandments in 
Gods Name; The words which he ſpake, and the 
commands which he gave, were not his own primarily, 
but his that ſent himsas he often ſaith, Now the Apoſtle 
(who lay in Chriſts boſom,and was continually —£"Y 
ing into his heart, and learning the mind of God there) 
exprelly telleth us, that this is Gods Commandment. 
This is his Commandment, that we ſhould beleeve on the 
Name of his Son Feſus Chriſt, ayd love one another, as he 
gave us Commandment, 1 Joh.y.23. There were two 
things which Chriſt eſpecially applyed himſelf unto 
firſt to bring men to beleeve on him, and afterwards to 
love one another, .and the reaſon was, becauſe theſe 
were: the eſpecial things which God required. They 
were firſt Gods chief Commandments, and then 
Chriſts chief Commandments. 

2. Becauſe it is ſo much forthe honour of God, To 
have his children, his family full of love, living in love, 
acting love in ſtrength one towards another, 1s greatly 
for his honour. It is a diſhonour to a Maſter of a family 
to have his ſervants quarrelling, and his children falling 
out. It doth not become the God of Love to have his 
children deſtitute of or ſhortin loye, eſpecially one a- 
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mong another, Hatred becometh the Devil and the 
menof this world, bur it is a diſhonour to God to have 
it found in his children towards one another. Chriſt 
came'with love, and Chriſt came to giye and teach 
love, and it is an honourable badg of them who are 
taught by him to know God and his Goſpel: Iris an 
honour to them, an honour to him who hath rhus 
dignified and qualified them, 

In _ of the duty it felf, There are fome confider- 
ations there too, which were great attractives in the eye 
and to the heart of Chriſt, to move him vehemently to 
defire it in them, and ſo ftricly ro enjoyn it to them, as 
namely, Irs excellency in its own nature, its comlineſs in 
them, and its profitablenefs both to them and others. 
Chriſt loving them ſo much, cannot but much deſire to 
find in them, that which is exceeding excellent, that 
which is ſo wondrous comely, and that which cannot 
bur be (o richly profitable wherefoever it is. 

1. It is a duty of a moſt excellent nature. Love is the 
moſt excellent of all graces, (the Apoſtle ranks it in the 
firſt place of the moſt choyce graces, the greateſt 
whereof he afirmeth to be love, r Cor.13.13.) there- 
fore the aQings of loye muſt needs be the moſt excel- 
lent of all aRtings. Thar grace which is of the moſt ex- 
cellent nature, and which hath the ſtrongeſt influence 
into all the work we are to do for God, is loyez and 
anſwerably the aRings of love have the moſt noble and 
lively operations in them, Ir is both the moſt quicken- 
ing and moſt mortifying grace, _— leaft of fclf, 
moſtof God in it. Faith goeth out much for {elf (for 
ts own (afery and falyation, for the ſupply of its own 
wants) but love always for another. And in loving on:-. 
another, the cleareſt; pureſt and execllenteit acts _—_ 
H 2 0 
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do ſhoot forth ; becauſe there often appeareth thar in 
this obje& which would take away or at leaſt ſtop love 
in its current, it it were not very clear, pure and;excel- 
lent, There are always :nfirmities there at leaſt; if not 
corruptions,and perhaps unkind actings towards us alſo, 
which have too too much influence upon the beſt in 
damping their love. God is ſuch an obje of love,thar 
even the eye of Nature ſeeth lovelinels in him, and call- 
eth for love towards him, and that ſo ſtrongly, that it 
hideth the natural enmity that is in men againſt him 
from their own eyes,in ſo much as they think they love 
him,and cannot but love him, though in truth they hate 
him : ' bur as for the Saints, there are abundance of un- 
lovely things inthem, hardly any thing lovely but the 
grace of Chriſt, and commonly that alſo covered with 
much unlovelineſs. 

There is likewiſe uſually that in this obje& of love, 
which moſt ſetterth off the atings of faith. _Whartis it 
moſt commends the actings of faith,. but its duration 
and aQtivity in the midſt of that which is contrary and 
dangerous to it? As when God difſtreſſeth the-Soul, 
appearing as an enemy,ſeeming evento kill faith ir ſel, 
taking away all viſible ground of hope in him, for faith 
now to continue, ,yea and at ſtill in ſtrength, exceed- 
ingly commends. the vertue and excellency of its na- 
ture. . Why love. hath this tryal very frequently, It hath 
ſill almoſt ſomewhat or other, inthe Saints to ſlacken 
it, if not quite,to eat if, out ;/ much unloyelinel(s of their 
own ap ning ang a little lovelineſs of grace, yea 
and perhaps thar little grace hid too, and nothing bur 
corruption viſible : So that love towards this objec 
thus held on, is an excellent dury indeed. | 

2. Itis a comely duty. 0 how comely 35 it for brethren 
| to 
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to live together in ME. Lf cheriſh one atiother ! 
There are two things which much adorn Religion, 
obedience to God, and love to our brethren. Iris an 
uncomely thing to ſee men fall out becauſe they arcof 
one nature, which is a ſtrong bond'of agreement, yea 
ſtronger and more extenſive then is in the reſt of the 
creatures : but O how uncomely is it to ſee Saints fall 
out, who mect.in the bonds of 10 excellent a nature as 
theirs is !- To ſce the worldhare them, and make a prey 
of them, is-nio more xyonder, 'theri to ſee'a Wolt perſe- 
cute and prey upon a Lamb: yet if they were of the 
world, the world would love them; 1f ye were of the 
world,the world wowld love its-own,Joh.15.19,- Itis fuch 
a piece of uncomelineſs as the-world is aſhamed ro be 
guilty of, not to love its own; do ye” nor ſee every 
thing, throughout the world, tender of its own ? how 
much more uncomel; is it for you, who have a cloſer 
unionthen this world knowerth of, to hate one- an- 
ather !; - TEE | 
Every nature hath a love proportionable ſuited to it, 
which is comely, and the contrary whereof is uncome- 
ly. This is the moſt excellent nature, and therefore 
hath the higheſt love ſuited toir,and the greateſt come- 
line(s attends it, and the contrary thereunto muſt needs 
be moſt uncomely. 0 how comely ts it for brethren to live 
together in unity : for Jews, for true- Jews, who are 
brethren in Chriſt, to live together in the union and 
love of Chriſt; .who:can expreſs how comely, how 
ſweet, how pleaſantitise -.* 47 7 7 

3. Itis a profitable duty. As itis of the moſt excel- 
lent nature of all graces, fo it is the moſt profitable, 
bringing forth fruit anſwerable to the excellency of its 
-cnamg t is profitable to others, It is profitable to —_ 
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Iris profitable to others, ahd that to all ſorts of men 
whatſoever, whether a friend or an enemy, whether in 
an unconverted eſtate, or in what condition ſoeyer be- 
ing converted, 

I, To men in an unconverted eſtate, There is a 
double profit may ariſe unto them from the aftings of 
love. 

I. It will make them take more notice of Chriſt and 
of his ways. This kind of love exerciſed among the 
Saints, will make the world begin to perceive that their 
life is more ſublime and weighty, then the life which is 
in the world is: it will help to convince them and force 
them to ſee what their eyes arc ſhur againſt, namely the 
reality of the life and power of Chriſt, and the truth of 
their relation to him. By #4 ſball all men know that ye 
are my Diſciples, if ye have love one to another, Toh. 
I 3« 35». 

» ic exerciſed towards the world ( as it cannot but 
break forth that way alſo ) it cannot but melt them. 
Harſh ways haxden, but ſweet ways melt. Paſſion 
breaking torth ſeldom doth good, but acts of affeRion 
are very powerful, This is 9» —_—_— of fire upon 
their head, which will afluxedly melt them ar laſt, Rows. 
12,20, for none is able to and before the inchant- 
menys of the truth and power of love. Yea this, the 
very worlds-fight of the exerciſe” of love of the bre- 
thren among' themſelyes, may in 2 great degree pro- 
duce, though net {0 fully as af itwere cxercifed much 
and ſeveral ways towards ue worldiit (elf, ' 

2. To mca inaconvencdeſtare.” There is nothing 
more uſeful to them; in what condirjon ſoever they be, 
then Jove. Whatever faith w{clticando tor themgtove 
maſt quicken.aad give yent- 't0 ;'Fldth workerh ""_ 
j . LOVE 
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Love, as it is generally ſerviceable and profitable, fs 
eſpecially to fellow-Saints, and to them it cannot bur 
be profitable, what ever they be, where cver they be, 
however it.be with them. Be they weak or ſtrong, 
ſtanding or falling, ſweet or ſullen in their ſpirits, any 
other way rightly tempered or diſtempered, how ever 
inclined or acted, love rightly going forth towards 
them,is very fit todo them good, which will cafily ap-, 
ear if we confider theſe few properties, inlove. 
I. It hath an edifying property. The greatuſe both of 
offices and gifts in the Church, is the edification of the 
Church: bur love is more profitable to edification 
then all gifts whatſoever. The Apoſtle ſetteth up pro- 
hecying above all other gifts inthis reſpec, and yer 
ayeth that alſo flat before tove, 1 Cor.13. We donot 
take a right courſe, ſo much to bewail the lols of gifts, 
we ſhould firſt and chiefly bewail the lots of love. We 
might do well enough withour gifts, if we had but love 
enough : but we could not poſſibly edifie without loye, 
had we never fo many gifts. They are not =m ſimply, 
but grace which edificth, which love is, whereas gi 
arc not{o: .And gifts when they do edifice muſt be ſub- 
ordinated under and ordered by grace. Itis not thy 
gift, but the grace of Chriſt in thy brother, which ma- 
keth.him edifie by thy gift. Therefore though thy gift 
be never ſo large, and never fo well improved and cm- 
ployed, yet if the heart of thy brother be not in a gra- 
cious frame, he is not edified thereby, Yea further, it is 
not the learning more of the knowledg 8& myſteries of 
Chriſt(which is the proper end of gifts) bur love which 
edifieth 3 Aman — up by knowledg, bur 
itis love whereby he edifieth and is edified, Kzow- 
lede puffeth up, but love edifieth, Itis not ſimply the w- 
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of a gift, but the-gracious uſe of it, the uſe 'of it inflove 
which edifierh, in ſo much as that a little delivered'in a 
ſweet gracious manner, will cdific much more then a 
great deal delivered by vertue of a gift. »Gifts withour 
;grace, difpoſe 'us rather toflight and caſt off perſons, - 
. to take that pains which is neceſlary to edification, 
= will whereunto, and skill wherein, only love 
2. It hath-an af;/ing property. Love is ever ready to 
aid and afliſt, of pe. Hil ſor is ſhoulder to every bar 
den, lend its hand to every work, What is there, or 
can there be tobe done, which love will not help to 
do * . | Y: 

.' It hath an encourazing and ſtrengthening property. 
Love delighteth to 4 dnoal hes amr Rrcngthrais 
the faint and the weak, Weak Saints may make mu 
uſe of a Soul, where there is much love. Thus Chriſt 
taught Peter by the exerciſe of his own. love to him, 
When thou art converted ſtrengthen thy brethren, : 
4+. It hath a recovering property. What made God re- 
cover finners,but his love « Had he not loved them, he 
would have let them lie for ever in their loſt eſtate : 
And he who hath the ſame love in him, cannot reſt till 
he hath raiſed and reſtored his fallen brother. Into 
what traveling pangs did love put Paul in for the Gala- 
tians, towards the recovery of them ? 

5. It hath a communicative property, and that in a ſweet 
diſtilling way. ' Love is ever communicative z it will 
reſerve'nothing, but impart every thing. God lovin 
his, can withhold nothing from them. This maket 
love ſoedifying, becauſe it cannot butimpart whatſo- 
ever it hath rhat may tend to cedification,or to the good 
of another in any kind. And it doth not barely impar, 
ut 
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-but inthe fvecteſt way.: Ir doth diſtill and drop into 
anathes, tnaking inſenſible. impreſſions, ſtealing inv9 
the heart and overcoming it before the party is aware. 
Love hath every property ſuitable tocommunicative- 
ne(s, and to a ſweet way of communication, as in the 
Apoſtles deſcription of it; in 1 Cor. 13. may cafily be 
Thus uſeful ns profitable-to others, is love, 71: 
And it is alſo profitable unto themſelves. ' The prac- 
tiſe of this duty of love to the brethren, is very profit- 
able to them in whom it is, and from whom ir iſſueth, 
which may evidently appear in theſe ſeveral particulars 
following. | * 115590 196k 
I, It will teach them to love both God and Chriſt 
) inthe fulleſt manner. Our happineſs conſiſteth in 1o- 
/ ving of God: Theknowledg of God is but a means 
to make us love bim-;-It js not cither Gods bare know- 
ing of ys, or.our bare knowing of him, which moſtad+ 
vantageth or ſatisficth cither, 'but the meeting of our 
affections together , which all the diſcoveries and 
knowledg of each other do but make way for. And 
there-would be no want of any thing to us, / were there 
not want of love in us: There is ife enough-in God, 
and were there but love enough in us, we'could-not bur 
draw out and take in enough of it. The Lord thy God 
will circumciſe thine heart, and the heart of thy ſeed, to love 
the Lord thy God with all thine heart; end with ill thy ſoul, 
that thou mayſt live, Deut,30.6.". ./There would be ho 
wanrof ſpiritual life inus,' or of the: motions of this 
life in and towards God, were there not a want of love 
unto him. , | | | 7 
., Now loving of the, brethren, will ;teach us tolove 
God : . both; becauſe” there-is that more-abundantly.in 
God which we love. in-them, -o becauſe in bin is 
pure 
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Kin « It WE c | 
how- can we chufe but. a aaa 7k del ges 
without any ſpots, much more £ He that loverh him 
which begets, loverh that which is begotten: and by 
loving that which is begotten, he growerh more and 
more in loye with that which did beget. The frequent 

ie of love. towards that which is weak and im- 
perfect, will advantage it both in'skill and ſtrength to- 
wards that which is perfe& and compleatly able to re- 
ccive and anfwer all the touches of it, 

2. Itwill reach them to interpret things well from 
God. This onething doth us moſt harm of any thing, 
our harſhimterprerauions of rhe good ways of God to- 
wards us. It1snot only very unnatural and unkind in 
us, and moſt irkſom ro the heart,of God, but it is alſo 
+ ner usForina degree(ſo far as it goeth) 
n withdrawerh our fpimits'from the fougtain of -our life 
and ſtrength: It purs a ftopto our ſpirits in our draw- 
ing of that, which-arthar time we moſt want. 

_ cotdatxArore A will tcach us —_—_ : 

NISCVer: zerh love, namely, a good inter- 
pretarion of the-aions of 'thofe welbee. tor any one 
rel! us of what an 81 tzurn our friend hath done us ; 
Surely he did\itnor, fairh Love ; or If he did it, it was 
with no ill inrent rowards me; Though ir hath proved 
i, be intended it wel: Love thinkerth noewilh,rCor. 13.5. 
yea verſ. 7. 7 belkevethall things, it hopeth all things. 
Thoughſenſe and experience ſay otherwiſe, yerif faith 
or hope can put a good interpretation upon it, it will 
receive K ; if it can'but find any-pround'to belecve 0- 
ehezwile, or'toHope otherwiſe, x 15 glad of it : and iris 
a very havd<aſe wherein there is room neither for faith 
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nor hope. Love is very incredulous of any ill (though 
God eontiqually found the Jews a tying' generation, 
rr mon with him, neither» were they ever 
f - yet his love made him upon all 
occaſions ſay and think concerning them, Surely they 
are children that well not ly, 12i.63.8.) Where we are 
fo apt ro ſurmize or beleeve ſurmiſes, there muſt needs 
be great want of love, 

Burt how doth this teach ns to in ings well 
of God « Why thus. A manthat accoftometh-himſclf 
ro interpret things well concerning 'his brother ſhall 
find very greatbencfitinir, He ſhall find hinvfelf delt- 
vered from many harſh and evilthoughts of his bro- 
ther, which otherwiſe would attend him + He ſhall find 
many times how he had wronged his brother, if he had 
judged otherwiſe 5 and though his brother ſhould 
prove fauky at lengh, yet it will be time cnough to/ 
judg ir forhen, Why now, hath he not muck more 
caute of interpreting things welFfrom God © Cannot 
a man reper of interpreting things well of his brother, 
and ſhall he ever repent of interpreting things well of 
God 7 Beſides, rhe praQiſe of this towards his 
brother, will enforce him to' obſerve it in the fame 
degree atleaſt, if not further, towards his God alfo, 
Shall a man not dare to beleeve any thing ill of his bro- 
ther,until it evidently appear,and thall he judg his God 
ſo ſoon as Saran puts hint upon it ? | 

3. Ir wilt teach them to bear any thing from Gods 
hand. We fhall have enough to bear from our bre- 
thren, and yct love will not refuſe to bear, be it never 
fo much : Love beareth all things,2 Cor.13.7. We ſhall 
never have that to bear from God, which we dayly 


meet rh, and have reafortoexpect from our bre- 
I 2 thren. 
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theen«: bs 8 hay<ground. to-cxpeet. from tlemunkind, 
. fraward, injuriqes-aGings-rowards: us}. belides their 

Canal Aogs $0, their.own.Souls, (which will 
wound no More. then the former, -if we be ſpiritual ; ) 
all whichwe muſt bear,and yet proceed onin every act 
of:loye towards thems,, We. ſhall find none of theſe 
things inGod,þurt only; gure, wiſe atings for our good: 
And can a man bear the weakneſſes of men, and yet 
grumble ar the wiſdom of God * 
1..4+ It will teacha manto look the better to-his own 
heagt 3- The. obſerving and helping to cure the evils of 
other mens hearts, will teach-ysto eſpy and prevent the 
evils of' our own. This. is the great benefit which at- 
teads the praiſe of all the duties of love to the bre- 
thren, namely, that what we do but endeavor to do to 
them, we do to our ſelves. infenſibly ; While we are 
teaching them, we. are. imprinting truths an-our own 
hearts 3 _—_ we are watching over, them, we are look- 
ing to our ſelves, &c, So that though others ſhould rea 
no benefit by our care and pains, yet we our (elyes ſhall 

ve no cauſe to repent of it. 

5. It will make us very fecliagly to admire the 
wonderful icrengrh and, vertue of the love of God, aid 
that will be a very profitable thing to us : for as our 
ſtability,the certainty of our ſtate, is1n the love of God, 
by its laying hold of us, and comprehending us; ſo 
our {wcernels, our reſt, our content, our ſatistacion, is 
by hoholding it, and repoſing our (clyes init. Now 
the practiſe of this duty of love to the brethren cannot 
chute but very effeually work up the ſight and admi- 
ration of this in,us,when-we ſhall continually ſee ſo ma- 
ny failings and loathſom things in our ſelves and in 0- 


rs (as this will draw, us to do,) and yet God, not- 
with- 
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withſtanding all-theſe, ſo entizely,ſo fully; ſo:conſtant- 
ly; ug, nap ſtilbloving us all; / {7 (lf 4 0 

_- 6: Ir will make all duries, 'of offe towards another, 
cafie, Loves a quickening ingredient, which putteth 
life into the ſpirir, and maketh every thing light with 
which we have todo. What made Facobs hard ſervi- 
tude ſ0. caſte, but his love to Rachel ? Whar' made 
Chriſt fo li ” trip through thoſe intricate thorny 

aths through which he paſſed, bur his entire love to 
his Saints « The weightieſt ſervice of love is eafier then 
the Jargeſt liberty in the very kingdom of 'enmity.' 
That thiaaundodd to a weak back, alas whar is 
it to him who abounds with ſtrength * Strength of 
love inthe heart will put ſtrengrh into the feer, imo the 
arms, into the hands, into-the ſhoulders, &c. ſo that 
every motion in every one of them will be cafie and: 
delightful. _ Iris the ſerting about duties without love 
which makes them ſo heavy : How can thar be done 
without love, which is only ro be done with love ! This 
is the great difference berween our motions now adays;, 
and the motions of the primitive Chriſtians, theirs did 
iſſue from a Spring, we go about ro force our ours with 
artificial engines: They had love kindled in them, and 
love drawn forth in them by vertue of the ſame lite 
which kindled it, We reaſon love into our hearts, and 
reaſon out the practiſes of it, and alas how weak is this ! 
Buthad we, of atruth, love enough (enough of thar 
love). and the art of ny gs out love enough to 
every duty, we ſhould tail in none, nor complain of 
any. 

Thus exceedingly T wget to our ſelvcs is love 
excrciſed by us towards the brethren, (Where, by tie 
way, we may take notice: of the ſtrength of Chriſts 
© 3 love: 


- 
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of a gift, butthe gracious uſe of it, the uſe of it inlove' 
which edifieth, in ſo much as that a little delivered in a 
ſweet gracious manner, will cdific much more then a 
great deal delivered by vertue ofa gift. .Gifts withour 

race _— us rather toflight and caſt off perſons, - 
. to take that pains which is neceſſary to edification, 
the will whercunto, and skill whercin, only love 


2. Ithath-an af:{finp property. Love is ever ready to 
aid and afliſt, Ft bl ſer its ſhoulder to every Gr 
den, lend its hand to every work. What is there, or 
can there be to be done, which love will not help to 
do * | 

.* It hath an excourazine and ftrengthening property, 
| ch delighteth ro + Ind hor Aragteaie 
the faint and the weak, Weak Saints may make much 
uſe of a Soul, where there is much love. Thus Chriſt 
taught Peter by the exerciſe of his own love to him, 
When thou art converted ſtrengthen thy brethren. | 
4. It hath a recovering property. What made God re- 
cover finners,but his love © Had he not loved them, he 
would haye let them lic for ever in their loſt cſtate : 
And he who hath the ſame love in him, cannot reſt till 
he hath raiſed and reſtored his fallen brother. Into 
what traveling pangs did love put Paul in for the Gala- 
tians, towards the recovery of them ? 
5. It hath a communicative property, and that in a ſweet 
diſtilling way. Love is ever communicative z it will 
reſerve/nothing, but impart every thing. God lovin 
his, can withhold nothing from them. This maket 
love ſoedifying, 'becauſe it cannot butimpart whatſo- 
ever it hath that may tend to edification,or to the good 
of another in any kind. And it doth not barely impart, 

ut 
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-but inthe (wecteſb way : Ir doth diſtill and drop into 
anathes, tnaking inſenſible. impreſſions, ſtealing inv© 
the heart and overcoming it before the party is aware. 
Love hath every property ſuitable to-communicatiye- 
neſs, and to a ſiyeet way of communication, as inthe 
Apoſtles deſcription ot it; in 1 Cor.13. may caſily be 
Thus uſeful and profitable -to others, is love, 
And it is alſo profitable unto themſelves. ' The prac- 
tiſe of this duty of love to the brethren, is very profit- 
able to them in whom it is, and from whom ir iſſueth, 
which may evidently appear in theſe ſeveral particulars 
following. 21 1. -20v 
I, It will teach them to love both God and Chriſt 
inthe fulleſt manner. Our happineſs conſiſteth in lo- 
ving of God: The knowledg vi God is but a means 
tO Niak$ Us 30yE un 7, It is got cites Gods bare know- 
ing of ys, or our bare knowing of him, which moſt ad+ 
vantageth or ſatisficth either, but the meeting of our 
affeions together , which all the diſcoveries and 
knowledg of each other do but make way for. And 
there would be no want of any thing to us, -were there 
not want of love in us: There is hte enough-in God, 
and were there but love —_ in us, we'could-not bur 
draw out and take in enough of it... The Lord thy God 
will circumciſe thine heart, and the heart 0 f thy ſeed, to love 
the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy ſoul, 
that thou mayſt live, Deut,30.6.” /There would be ho 
wanrof ſpiritual life in us, or of the: motions of this 
life in and towards God, were there not a want of love 
unto him. | | q 
.. Now loving of the, brethren, will teach us to love 
God : . both; becauſe” there-is that more; abundantly.in 
God which we loye- in-them, =o becauſe in bing xt is 
pure 


"T_T. 
pure wihout thatiimperfeQion which attends and ſoils 
#in them. If we love the image'though fo full of ſpors, 
how- can we chufe but. love the ſubſtance, which is 
without any ſpots, much more 2 He that loyerh him 
which begets, loverh that which is begotten: and by 
loving that which is begotten, he growerh more and 
more in love with that which did beget. The frequent 

de of love. towards that which is weak and im- 
perfect, will advantage it both in $kill and ſtrength to- 
wards that which is perfe& and compleatly able to re- 
ceive and anfwer all the touches of it. 

2. It will teachthem to interpret things well from 
God. This onothing doth us moſt harm of any thing, 
our harſhimerprerauions of rhe good ways of God to- 
wards us. It15not only very unnatural and ankind in 
us, and moft irkſom to the heart,of God, but it is alſo 
moft prejudicial tous for ina degree(fo far as it goeth) 
js = drawerh _ - wr from Fopprain of __ life 
and ſtrength: ts a ftopto our ſpirits in our draw- 
ing of thar, whickerden "tm we —— 

_ tovetorhe —_ will _ us ey : 

ever:accompanieth love, namacly, a good inter- 
pretation'ofthe-aions of 'thofe welder. Lo any one 
rel! us of what an 81 twurn our friend hath done us ; 
Surely he did'irnor, fairh Love ; or If he did it, it was 
with no ill intent rowards me'; Though ir hathproved 
i, be intended it wel: Love thinkerh no evil, x Cor. 13:5. 
yea verſ.'7, 1t beldeveth ull things, it hopeth all things. 
Thoughſenſe and experience fay otherwiſe, yerif faich 
or hope can put a good interpretation upon it, it will 
receive K z if ir can bur find any-pround to beleceve 0- 
ehezwile, or'toHope otherwiſe, x 18 glad of it : and iris 
« very haxd<aſe wherein there is room neither for faith 


nor 
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nor hope. :Love is very incredulous of any ill (though 
God eontinually found the Jews a tying! generation, 
boſe beart was not right with him, neither were they evex 
in bis Covenant, yet his love made him upon all 
occations ſay and think concerning them, Surely they 
are children that well not tye, I{ai.63.8.) Where we are 
fo apr to ſurmize or belceve ſurmiſes, there muſt needs 
be great want of love, 

But how doth this teach ns to interpret things well 
of God « Why thus. A man that accnftometh kimfclf 
ro interpret things well concerning 'his brother ſhall 
find very greatbenetirinir, He ſhall find hinvfelf delt 
vered from many harſh and evil thougtits of his bro- 
ther, which otherwiſe would attend him + He ſhall find 
many times how he had wronged his brother, if he had 
judged otherwiſe 5 and though his brother ſhould 
prove faulty at length, yet it will be time enough to 
judg ir forhen, Why now, hath- he not much more 
caute of interpreting things welFfrom God © Cannot 
a man repem. of interpreting things well of his brother, 
and ſhall he ever repent of interpreting things well of 
God 7 Beſides, rhe praQtiſe of this towards his 
brother, will enforce him to' obſerve it in the fame 
degree atleaſt, if not further, towards his God alfo. 
Shall a man not dare to beleeve any thing ill of his bro- 
ther,until it evidently appear,and thall he judg his God 
ſo ſoon as Saran purs hint upon it ? | 

3. It wilt teach them to bear on A from Gods 
hand. We fhall have enough to bear from our bre- 
thren, and yct love will not refuſe to bear, be it never 
fo much : Love beareth all things,2 Cor.13.7. We ſhall 
never have rhat to bear from God, which we dayly 


meet with, and have reafontoexpet from our bre- 
I 2 thren. 
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theen« We hayeground. tocupet: from themunkind, 
. fraward, injuriqes-aRings-tawards: us|. belides their 

dA $.40,their. own. Souls, . (which will 
wound no More. then the former, if we be ſpiritual ; ) 
all which we muſt bear,and yet proceed onin every act 
of-loye towards them:,,, We. ſhall find none of theſe 
wings inod,pur only, ure, wiſe atings for our good: 
And can a man bear the weakneſſes of meny and yet 
grumble ar the wiſdom of God * 
1..4+ It will teacha manto look the better to-his own 
heaxt - The obſerving and helping to cure the evils of 
other mens hearts, will teach-ysto eſpy and prevent the 
evils of' our own, This. is the. great benefit which at- 
teads the practiſe of all the duties of love to the bre- 
thren, namely, that what we do but endeavor to doto 
them, we do to our (elves, infenfibly ; While we are 
teaching them,: we, are. imprinting.truths ar-our own 
hearts 3 ware we arc watching oyer them, we are look- 
ing to our-ſelves,&c, So that though others ſhould rea 
no benefit by our care and pains, yet we our ſelves ſhall 
kave no caule to repent of 1t. FT 
- 5. It will-make us very feeliagly to admire the 
wonderful ſtrength and vertue of the love of God, and 
that will be a very profitable thing to us : for as our 
ſtability,the certainty of our ſtate,is-in the love of God, 
by its laying hold of us, and comprehending us; ſo 
our ſweetneſs, our reſt,, our content; our ſatisfaRion, is 
by .haholding it, ,and.repoſing our (elyes init, , Now 
the practice of this duty of loye to the brethren cannor 
chulc bur very cffeually work up the ſight and admi- 
ration of this in,us,when-we ſhall continually ſee ſo ma- 
ny failings and loathſom things in our ſelves and in 0- 


rs (as this will draw, us to do,) and yet God, not- 
with- 
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withſtanding all theſe, ſo entirely, ſo fully, ſo:conftant- 
ly; ſopertectly ſtillloving us all; / ©? 1 fe 7 

_- 6: Ir will make all duries, 'of offe towards another, 
caſte, Loves aquickening ingredient, which putteth 
life into the ſpirit, and maketh every thing light with 
which we have todo. What made Facobs hard ſervi- 
tude {0. caſte, but his love to Rachel ? Whar' made 
Chriſt fo lightly trip through thoſe intricate thorny 

aths through which he paſſed, bur his entire love to 
his Saints The weighrieſt ſervice of love is eaſter then 
the Jargeſt liberty in. the very kingdom of 'enmity.' 
That which is a greatiload to a weak back, alas whar is 
it to him who abounds with ſtrength * Strengrh' of 
love in the heart will put ſtrength into the feer, into the 
arms, into the hands, into-the ſhoulders, &c. ſo that 
every motion in every one of. them will be cafie and: 
delightful. _ Ir is the ſerting about duties withour love 
which makes them ſo heavy : ' How can thar be done 
without love, which is only to be done with love ! This 
is the grear difference between our motions now adays;, 
and the motions of the primitive Chriſtians, theirs did 
iſlue from a Spring, we go abour to force our ours'with 
artificial engines; They had love kindled in them; and' 
love drawn forth in them by vertue of the ſame life 
which kindled it, We reaſon love into our hearts, and 
reaſon out the practiſes of it, and alas how weak is this ! 
Buithad we, of atruth, love enough (enough of thar 
love). andthe art of nr. out love enough to 
every dury, we ſhould tail in none, nor complain of 
any. 

Thus exceedingly Tae ws to our ſelves is love 
exerciſed by us towards the brethren, (Where, by tie 
way, we. may take notice: of the ſtrength of Chriſts 

I 3 love 
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love to us: It is love in bimtous,, which maketh him 
ſo ſtrictly to lay this Commandment upon us of loving 
one another : He knew how uſeful it would be for ns, 
and therefore in a more then ordinary manner he en- 
joyneth. it unto us.) 

An _ Gs gram - why ma beateth ſo 
much on ubjeR, w art is {o\mnch mit, 
he maketh.it his Commandment * Ir is aching ok 
his Father much defireth, and is much for his Parhers 
honour : Ir is —— ly uſeful to his Saints z mow 
them thar practiſe it, cnet Il ro whom they 
and can you blame Chriſt -in laying fo-much weight 
upon it * 

: To propoſe now a little A tion of all this. 

Is the heart of Chriſt ſo mu > ins is this 
his eſpecial Commandmeat, his. [peculiar Commund- 
ment, the Commandment of his choyce, which this 
Soul ſo-thirſteth after to have obſcrved us, That 
—_— another as he hath loved us * 

c 

| 2. "What ſhall we fay to our Lord en — 
when we come to ſtand before him and 

pnal ugens of all his Saints. and Angels, for on: fo 

negleR of this duty 2 

5" Wheachis Law ſhall be read before us (Th # wy 
Conmundment that ye love one another,&s, ) andthe of. 
ten preſſings of it by Chrift himſclf and by his Apoſtles 
throughout all the New Teftament; 'and 'when our 
hearts and ations ſhall bc looked into,and ſo lirrle of ir 
found in either ? 

"When the Saints in the Apoſtles times ſhall riſe up, 
and their heans ſhall be opened, which were ſo fall of 


loye and entireneſs, that they could _ and be - 9 
one for another ? When 
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' Whenthe Saints mider the ten Perfecutions thall a- 
riſe, whoſe love is teported 2s have been ſo firm and 
farge,' that the yery Perſecurors rhemſclyes did bear- 
witneſs nnto/it, and were amazed art © 
When the hearts of workdlings ſhall be ripped up, 
and ſtronger love appear there towards their fellow- 
then inthe Chriſtians of this gencratian to- 
wards their fellow-Chriſtians * 

When mendire&ly-wicked thall appear to have 1o- 
ved the image of rhe Devil better in-one another, then 
we the image of God and of Chriſt * F, 

Yea when our own hearts ſhall be ripped up, and the 
atings of our natural affeion being made vulible, it 

ſhall appear concerning our ſelves that we gave ſcape 
to that, butthe new nature,and the powers ot love in it, 
have been rather choaked in us, then drawn forth to- 
wards one another * 

'- Whar ſhall we ſay in our own behalts* We can 
blame one another very ſorely now incaſes of far in- 
ferjor conſequence, but how ſhall we anfwer this our 
felyes before the Judg « We ownrhe life of Chriſt in 
one another, bnr alas where is our'love 10thar. life ! 
Weſay Chrift is our Lord, why this-is his great Com- 
mantment, that wherein his very heart and ſoul and 
Firit is, where is our obedience © who-can anſwer this 
in is own fpirit now? and if not now, how will he be 
able to acquit hinſelf then, when the light ſhall be per. 
kay clear, and all the fig-leaves, wherewithwe now 
fo cunningly coverthe evil of our hearts, ways, motions 
and ations from our 'own eyes, quite taken away 
2nd made slrogether -uneble from affording any ſhelter 
to us? 

2. Itmay occafroran enquiry, why loveſhoull be 

{0 
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{5 barren, fo dead among Chriſtians * ſo backward in 
irs growth, ſo-prone to,deeay-*--T bat little lifeiand yer- 
-tue which irhad among, us-once,where is'it 2:1ſhall not 
proſecute this enquiry ſo far as it lieth open to me, | but 
.mention only theſe two cauſes from whence it may ve- 
ry well ariſc, *, VIC 2219073 IA 
-T. -From a decay of grace in us, from our decay in love 
to Chriſt ; or at leaſt from the weakneſs of it, where it 
is not decayed. Were grace ſtrong,were love to Chriſt 
ſtrong, we could not-chuſe but love thoſe that are 
Chriſts more. If we did nottail in love towards him 
-who doth beget, we ſhould better. love thoſe who are 
begotten by im. | 
2. From a careleſſneſs in ating the duty. We are not 
careful to draw out a ſpiritual affection (and a natural 
affection will not do it,). and upon ſpiritual grounds, 
and with a ſpiritual feryency,and in a ſpiritual manner : 
but we go to'love'Saints, as we do other men. We do 
not ſimply love grace in them, There muſt be ſome- 
what bcfides grace to draw forth and continue our af- 
fetions, or elſe they warp. Our love goeth forth in 
fleſh, and notto'the pure life, but partly towards fleſh, 
which it wany times miſling of, there preſently grow- 
eth a faintneſs and decay oft love. If love were more 
pure in us, and were drawn forth more purely from 
” _—_— its own pure abje&, it would be more 
aſting. X | | 
3- It ſpeaks out ayery ſtrong Exhortation, of itſelf 
inviting and vehemently perlwading Chriſtjaris to 
prels hard after this duty, and never to give their ſpitits 
reſt rill this duty be as much in their hearts and liyes, as 
it is in the heart of Chriſt concerning them. ..,. 
. Forthe proſecution of this Exhortation, I ſhall pro- 
I pound 
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| ſome few Motives = ſome Dire&ions con- 
cerning it, and likewiſe ſome Helps towards ir, 
To begin with the Motives. Though all that hath 
been faid be of a ſtirring artraQive nature, yet it ma 
not be amifſs ar laſt caſt ro drive intwo or three ner 


ain, 

"SEicſt then, Conſider this well, that this is the way 
which Chriſt himſelf hath appointed us ro expreſs our 
loveto him in, 1f ye love me, keep my Commandments s 
and what Commandments? The i my Commandment, 
that ye love one another, * Peter, loveſt thou me ? feed 
Lambs : If thou loveſt me, ſhew1ir, and if thou wilr 
ſhew it, ſhew it in thy love and care of my Lambs, 
what thou doſt to them, thou doſt to me. Our good- 
neſs cannot reach God or Chriſt, but the Saims, 
P al, IG, 2. : --4 

2. Remember that this will yeeld unto Chriſt mar- 
ter of joy in you. He rejoyceth in working this love in 
you, and he will rejoyce more in the continuance, 
growth and exerciſe of this love. Theſe things have 1 
ſpoken unto you that my joy might remain in you, faith he 
inthe very next words to this Text, verl. 11, of the 
15 Chapt. Ir will continually adminiſter joy to the 
Spirit of Chriſt, to find love flouriſhing in you one to 
another. 

3- Remember alſo that it will be an occaſion of fill- 
ing your own ſpirits with joy, ſo it is alſo expreſſed in 
that verſ.11. Theſe things have I ſpoken unto you that 
joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full, x 
is incredible what futneſs of joy ſtreams along in the 
ſweernels of love : beſides,it is the delight of Chriſt to 
fill his ſpirit with joy, whoſe ſpirit he hath already fill- 


ed with loye, 
; K Nueft 
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'.H«oþb../Bnthomoay:I ata this duty? I find 
ſpiri« much inflamed ivithur, O that Lmightbe link 
guided to it, : q | 
\ Anf. If thow beeſt not better provided apply thy 
{elf tothe obſervation of theſe few Diretions, * 

I, Setthis = clearly before thine eyes. Conlider 
well what kind of loye'x- muſt be, wpoa whatigrounds 
it is tobofaſtmmed and carried on, inwhat degree, what 
muſt be the aftings of it, and in what manner it is to ac. 
Chriſtians commonly .do norunderftand what they do, 
when they buckle ito this. duty 4 nor how: purely and 
firmly this aFoQion muſt move, / notwithſtanding all 
manner of difcouragements from them we love, which 
cannot but cauſe them much to falter inthe perform- 
ance of it. 


2. Be working up thy heart to it dayly. Be working 
up ed a Garin love, be working # bite grounds 
into thy heart,thar rhy ſpirit may: be engaged and move 

iritually. Thou muſt be a kind of husbandman to the 
ced of the life of God in thee, thou muſt reccive it, 
thou muſt cheriſh it, and 'thou muſt provoke it unto 
motion. Thisthowmuſt be doing, though rhou canſt 
not do this nor any thing elſe 'that is fpiritual, Won- 
derfully ſtrange and myſterious is the operation of 
God in the Goſpel: He works all in us of his -own 
pleaſure, andyyerſo as if weimoved and wrought all 
our ſelves. The Lord licrh bidden:in'all the mortons of 
our'fpirits, and by an unfeen ftrenprh, vertuc:and influ- 
ence- doth all rhere, yea even that which weſeem ro 
doour ſetves; and-yet we muſt up and be doing <c- 
very thing, though we canidonothing. 

3. Intreat God 0 write this Law 46 #hy bowels. God 
wrote it in Chriſts heart, and he muſt ——— in 
thine, 
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rhe, if ever icbe found there... Therefore pray to 
to write it therey and to write echiretumianty 5 yr 
as he harh bid: chee love all'Saims, fo herwould give 
_. thee love large enough to go forth: fully towards all 

Saints. We muſt be taught ot God to loye one nother, 
if ever we learn this Leſſon... Ns: 

4+ Intrear God to draw forth this lavez whenever 
thou art ro act it. Tf we (ce a thing to be duty, :we pre» 
{ently fer abour it, and blame our hearts it they fall 
ſhortinir. This we ſhould do indeed, but we ſhould 
alſo when this is done (or rather while this is in doing) 
g0to God, it-whom all our ftrength lies, ro perforin i 
in us. And this we might ds arfirſt, if we were bur 
ſenſible enough of our own weaknets without a praQi- 
cal experiment; bur therefore God purs us continu- 
ally upon endeavoring our ſelyes, becaufe we forget 
how weak and unable we are to do any thing,any long- 
er then we find'it in ourutinoſt ſtrivings. Go therefore 
to God, who hath promiſed not only to wrird his Law 
in our heurts, but to cauſe us to walk in his ways, What 
ever way of God there is, God will not only writethe 
Law: of is iw thei hearts of his people 3- bur ho ayill 
make them walcin it. '{He wilt pur ſuck afeftionsaradl 
ſtrength into them, that' they ſhalt nor be ablero for- 
bear walking therein. ef 201 

veſt. But are there no Helps which may further 

me'herem (Tho which arershitfuly praQuicalifinow 
how to lead another into thar path whetyimrhoy thewd- 
ſelves have walked, If you have inct with any know- 
ledg or experience inthis kind; O do-norhideit from 
ws, but help/us 2 little in this erack which is {0 auk awd 
difficult ro the (puivof many (1! C1 3udyey 01100 127d 
- 2»ſÞ"W har Þ have found weſt bradficial wats altd 
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erful with my ſelf herein, I ſhall. very willing! 
impart unto yau in-whom this defire is kindled. There- 
fore. from my own proof! and experience I ſhall com- 
mend -unto'you theſe four Helps. 
| 1, Would yaulovethe Saints as Chriſt hath loved ' 
both them and you 2 Then,inthe firſt place, Look upon 
them fa Chriſt, and there: thou ſhalt. everſec them full 
obje&s forthy-love.. Thus God looketh upan us in our 
ivretched eſtate (even in Chriſt) or he could never con- 
tinue loving us. O how lovely are the Saints in Chriſt! 
They arc imputatively perfect in him at preſent, (God 
reckous fo,and-why thouldf not thou reckon ſo £) and 
they ſhall be abſolutely perfeR ere long. They ſhall be 
made perte&ly like Chriſt, and have: all thoſe ſpots 
taken away which now thou eſpieſt in them, which are 
left upon them at preſent, . not, to make them unlovely - 
inthine eyes, but fox'a delign, which God hath: for his 
own glory, the good of all. Saints, and thine in particu- 
lar, If apure ſpiritual eye were always thus taſtened 
upon them, a- pure ſpiritual heart would always love 
them. , | | | 
!i,24. ExpeR all-manner of weakneſſes and imperfecti- 
'onsiathern.. Look tor diſtempers apon them, and all 
manner of evil breaking forth. and taking its (winge in 
them, ſo far as God leaves them. Doſt thou not find it 
ſointhine own(heart?: | | 0 4 oO 
v- orMliis..iSanother mans whereby God ſtrengthens bis 
beat in loving us, He cxpeGts no 19anncr-of good from 
us, -bur- whathe-himſelt works in'us: - He expects all 
; manner of cvils. and diſtempers which he himſelf doth 
{not prevent. ,Andall the eyil that iſſueth forth, he ateri- 
buteth not to us, but to fin thatdwelleth in'us.; Why 
'xhovand de likewileand thou wilsdove as God loveth. 
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- Paul. doth thus n— himſelf. The good I 
would do I cannot, nor avoyd the evil which I woutd 
not. do, but what 1 hate that do I, oh wretched man,&c. 1 
can expe& no good from my ſelf, I can hinder no evil 
in my lelf: bur yet tis not I, but fin that dwells in me, 
It is the unlovely part, that which I am to hate, not 
that which I am to love, which doth this. 

There are two great faults in us. We do not labour 
enough to be holy our ſelves, and we expe it too 
much in others. It we did look for holineſs more in our 
own hearts,and expect it leſs in others, this duty would 
be far cafier then it 15, But when we expe much, what 
ever falleth ſhort of our expeRation diipleaſeth us, and 
dampeth our affetions. 

3- Beever ſtirring up their graces in them,and mark 
the workings of their graces in the- midſt of their diſ- 
tempers. .T his will {till keep thine eye upon their loye- 
lineſs at all times, and fo will ſtill draw forth love to- 
wards them. 

I. Beever ſtirring up their graces in them. Grace is 
the proper attractive of ſpiritual! love,the fight whereof 
cannot bur kindle ir, Thus Chriſt makes the flowers 
and ſpices in his gardento yield their ſavour, and then 
falls in love with their ſcent. We think it is the duty of 
others to. give forth their light and diſcover their graces 
tous; but. we are apt to forget that it is alſo our-duty 
to be drawing forth; their light, and ſtirring up- their 
races. T his was Pauls practiſe (that great Lover of the 
aints,) Rom.1.11,8 12. For I long to ſee you, that 1 my 
impart unto you ſome ſpiritual gift, to the end you may be 
eftabliſbed. That &, that I ma cx wg together with 
30#s the mutual faith bath tf os aud me. . This was his 
deſign and courſe whenever hecame among Saircs, = 
Fg 7" ce 
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ſee what grace they had. in them, 't6 ſearch ont and Air 
up grace, that he might draw forth bis 6wn love in en- 
joying, of them, indelighting in them, and in adding 
ſomewhar to them ſnitable to their ſtare and condition. 
2. Obſerve the workings of their graces inthe midſt 
of their diſtempers, Weare uſually execedingly faulry 
inthis : We never conſider the diſtempers in Chriſtt- 
ans;'butlook they ſhould always a@ as if they were in a 
righttemper, (though we expe& they ſhould confider 
our diſtempers.) And then in their diftempers we mark 
the aq xr of their corruptions, but though grace 
ſtrive and help much tothe keeping of them down, we 
take little notice of that, - Whereas God conſiders the 
leaſt diſtempers in us, and cheriſheth and is delighted 
with the leaſt motions of grace in us in our diſtempers, 
If it were otherwiſe, what would become of us ? 
- 4. Confider thine own weakneſfes and fins; Doth 
any evil befall thy brother which thou' canft ayoyd ? 
Doth thy brother negle& any good which thou canſt 
dot He hath fallen into this or that evil; who hath 
kept thy hearts How long wilt thou keep onr of rhe 
ſame evil into which thy brother is fallen, if God teave 
thee tothe ſame temptation © 'Confider therefore the 
breakings forth of thine own heart in ſin, where God 
doth ſuffer it; and how far it would break forth if God 
did not hinder it. And fake heed of murmitring againſt 
thy brother as onetharfalls into ſitts,' breeds GOBG 
hinders mexcics, intetrupts the forectneſs of commbs 
—_— orable place tothi 
Fhere is 2 very notable place tothi We, Fam. 
5.9, Groan not Gagal unother wr on Fine 
domntd > behold rhe Fat Pater #rfortthe diy.” Oi 
ſpirits will be very apero groan oneapainift atibther, b'4 
< {uc 
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ſuch -an one hathhindred much. good, if it had not been 
for him things might have gonexellL Take hced, the 
Jucs ſtands at the door, who will come 2nd rip opeg 
thy heart and thy ways, and ſhew thee ſomewhat which 
thou little thought of, and fo thou who groaneſt a- 
gainſt another wilt be condemned thy ſelf, Nay though 
thos wr of Poken 10them in the Name of the Lud (as 
carricth it, verſ. 10,)and they may ſcem to have deſpiſed 
thy meſſage, nay have zeally both deſpiſed thee and the 
Lord in whoſe Naine thou haſt ſpoken; yet take heed 
of ſo much.as;groaning againſt them, teſt the Judg alſo 
find matter againft rhee. It is not fit tor one guilty per- 
ſon to breathe out complaints againſt another. 

Therefore conſider thine-own heart well, and ob- 
ſerve the failings there z Are there not more there then 
in thy brothers, all things conſidered £ And conſider if 
thou wouldſt be willing to have Chriſt withdraw his 
heart from thee, or whether thou would have him 
take occaſion hereby to exerciſe towards thee ſuch acts 


of love as thy need now requires,as to.pity thee,tqtand 
ready to help thee, to rake that courſe whichanay beſt 
help thee, 8c. If ſo,go and doſoro thy brother. It'rbou 
wouldft have him keepthat Lawot Love which God 
hath given him concerning thee,dothou by his ſtrength 
improve his grace rothe keeping of that Law of Love 
which he hath-given rhee-concerning thy tellow-Saints: 
and this is his Commandment, that we love ontagother as 
he hath loved #s. 


| Now for aclofe that he that readeri may underſtand, 


All this & but an exer riſe by way of Difcepline.to the feed 
in its chilithood, as indeed all other things alfo gre, 'The 


threat- 
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threatnings, the rewards, the promiſes, the comforts ,the en- 
joyments,0c. in every diſpenſation, are ſuited ts the ſtate 
f the child, | 

When the day dawns, the ſhadows will fly away : When 
Truth appears, that which did repreſent it, 45 an image of 
it, muſt give place. 

' Tet theſe images or repreſentations are not ſuch as either 
Satan or the mind of man frames, which are vanity and a 
lye, but true and ſubſtantial repreſentations of Truth, 

But though they are truth in their kind, yet they muſt 
not ſtand for ever, but only their appointed ſeaſon, which is 
mill Trut + 4 a deeper kind come, or at leaſt till the night 
before the day of Truths diſcovery. 

It were good for every one that he knew bu diſpenſation, 
and what Do for him in it, that he might both bear 
the yoke and enjoy the ſweetneſs of it, nor leaping out of it 
before he be led, Thy over-much haſte will coſt him dear, 
for all the ground he treads after this rate, he muſt traverſe 
back again, before he can come to that forwardneſs whetein 
he was, even under that diſpenſation out of which he thus 
ſlightly paſſed. 

There 1s 4 true death in and to a diſpen(ation,which there 
i no redemption from : There is no more life tobehad in 
or under that diſpenſation by him whom God hath truly ſlain 
in and unto it, But there are deadne([es in and under mini- 
ſtrations, which are not ſo much as degrees of this death, 
nay there are deaths alſo which are not this death, which the 
life in thoſe that are under thoſe miniſtrations is to recover 
out of, or they muſt ſuffer loſs thereby. 

In the moſt lively miniſtration among Chriſtians, Love 
hath ſtill been the life : and in that way wherein they yet 
are, theſe things may be uſeful. But yet there is a more ex- 
ce.lent way, and more excellent things then are now thought 
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of ,which will be manifeſted in due time. But it ts very dan- 
gerows ſtriving to aſcend up to them aforehand, the ſweeteſt 
#nd ſafeſt way is to wait the ſeaſon of their deſcent. The deep 
ſenſe of the want whereof, with an aſſured expettation and 

quiet waiting and groaning for, is the beſt ſtrain of Reli- 
gion,of the pureſt ſtamp of any I know extant. Lite is now 
wrapped up, coming very little forth ; yet moſt in theſe mo- 
tions tothe ſence and judgment that 1 have of it. 


Some few Catechiſtical Queſtions 
concerning the way of Salvation 
by Chriſt. 


Queſt, WW Hat is the ſum of the wi ho ? 


An. It containeth the news or tydings 
of one anointed by God to be 4 Prince and Saviour to 
his people, to redeem them from their fin, miſery and 
captivity, into the happy freedom of true life, 

Q, How doth this Saviour ſave ? | 

A. By reconciling God and his people together by 
vertue of the anointing. 

Q.. How came God and his people to be at odds ? 

A. By their diſobedience to a Lay ſer up between 
God LIE them (which was agreeable and aflented untb 
by their own nature) the effe&ts whereof ſevered them 
from God, and Gods own righteouſneſs ſevered him 
from them ; which diſobedience of theirs (to his moſt 
righteous Law in it ſelf, and moſt natural to them) 
though ircould not root them. out of the inmoſt of =_ 

others 
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others hearts, yet it raiſerh a wall.of enmity and ſepa- 
avenged to the utmoſt limits of thatdiſpen- 

Gation, wherein:God and they arc perfe@ haters one of 
another; They the objects of his wrarh as much as. any 
(the-children of wrath as well as others,) and he as hateful 
unto them as unto-others, 

Q How dath Chriſt effett a reconciliation between them? 

A. By his mediation between God and them, the 
anointing fitting him, and he making uſe of the anoint- 
ing tothe utmoſt, ts work both unto terms of hearty 
agreement. For he undertaketh to ſtand as a middle 
perſon between them, equal to cach, propoſing ſuch 
terms whereon they may agree without prejudice or 
detrimeurt on either fide; and to ratifie and eſtabliſh 
this agreement himſelf, ſo as they ſhall never have cauſe 
more of variance on either hand. He takes off the old 
occaſion wholly, and will not ſuffer any new ſeeds of 
diviſion to be ſown, or any new occafion of difference 
10 arilc. 

Q. How can he poſs ibly do this ? 

A. Hecannor miſs of it the way that he takes, which 
is,by taking the whole work of cach upon him -(hebc- 
ing ſufficiently furniſhed to do it, by the Law of Life in. 
bimfclf) that neither ſhall expe any thing fromthe 
other, but only from him, who as he is powerful, ſo he ' 
promiſeth to be fairhful unto each. God knowing his 

wer and fidelity, is ctfily ſatisfied ;' and when he is a 
Fic acquainted with them” (or rather they with him) 
hemaketh them ſenſible thereof likewiſe, andFfaileth 
not of hegetting confidence alſo in them. 

Q. What doth he undertake in reference to God ? 

A. Theſe two things. . | 

x. Togive him full fisfaction for the my" 

Y 'T mirred. 
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mitted, Ler Juſtice cry with open mouth, it ſhall be f11- 
ed, it ſhall have enough. 

2, To fit them fully for him: To make them a fir 
Spouſe, a fit Temple, a fit Habitation for his Life, Ma- 
jeſty and Holineſs, 

Q What ſatisfattion doth he give to God ? 

A. He pays him in the coyn wherein he was rob- 
ed, and that very pertely ſtamped, for he giveth him 

both active and paſſive obedience in every thing he 
calls for from him. He doth his Will and (uffereth his 
Will as much and as long as he pleaſeth, This he did all 
his life, and at laſt at his death gives him a full round 
ſum of both,in ſacrificing himſelf to his pleaſure, which 
was both his a& ( for he gave himſelf, he gave up his 
life,) and his paſſion (for he ſuffered moſt deeply in it.) 

Q, How doth he fit them for God ? 

A. Three ways. 

xz. Bycleanſing them from all their pollutions. 

2. By filling them both within and without with all 
_ riches, glory and beauty as is comely in the eye of 
God. 

3. By turning their hearts towards God : for all 
. manner of fitneſs without this will not make a match. 

Now theſe though they be diſtin works, yer they 
are done together. They are begun together, they are 
carried on together, they are perteed together, _, 

Q, But by what means doth Chriſt accompliſh all this ? 

A. By working repentance and faith inthem,and by 
caufing repentance and faith to grow up in them: for 
hereby he both changeth their natures, and tranſplant- 
eth them ; fothat hey are no more what they weve, 
norwhere they were ;, ſo that God cannor look upon 
them cither as ſuch as they ny or .in.ſuch a oy" as 

2 they 
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they were-in, for Chriſt (whois real in his operations) 
hath really changed them in both reſpes. S 

Q, What is Repentance ? © | 

A; Iris theturning of the heart from ſin, uponthe 
ſight of the cvil and miſery of it,ſhewn by Chriſt to the 
eye of the new nature. (Repenrance is only the diyerſi- 
on from, the converſion to, is faith, or an a of faith.) 
He giveth them a fight of the evil of fin, of what a 
loathſom nature it is, how filthy and odious it makerh 
them inthemſelves and to every pure cye; as alfoof 
the miſery of it, which is both preſent ſlavery and fu- 
ture.condemnation and wrath : And hereby he turneth 
their hearts clean from it, that they deſire nothing more 
then to be fairly rid of it. 

Q. What is Faith ? 

A, Iris a receiving of Chriſt into the underſtand- 
ing, into the heart, into the whole man, and a givin 
up of the underſtanding, heart and all unto Chriſt, Ir 
is ataking in and a giving itſelf up unto the leaven of the 
Kingdom, It is the Souls glue,given it by Chriſt, where- 
by u clings and faſtens to Chriſt, and whereby it faſt- 
ens Chriſt to it ſelf. | 

(Ir is a very curious work, requiring very accurate 
Skill, which Chriſt operateth between God and his 
people. He offereth force to neither, but dealeth with 
each ſujrable ro their natures, and by his $kill and pow- 
er therein, worketh and bringeth both abour.) 

Q, How doth _ work repentance and faith in them? 

A, He beftows them upon them, He ſendeth his 
Word, the Goſpel of the Kingdom, by his Miniſters, 
wherein or in which Veſlel is this ſeed of Light,of Life, 
of Liberty, which-he diſtills or drops into their under- 
Randings, and into vixir hearts, whereby (by the pre- 
ence 
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ſence of which, by the grow of which, by the influ- 
ence and operation of which) he gaineth upon them. 

Q. What doth he undertake in reference to them ? 

A. Two things. 

1, To give them in the pardon of their ſins from 
God, ſo that they ſhall find them waſhed off from 
their own Conſciences, they ſhall feel him ar peace 
with them. This was not an imaginary a& of the Soul 
(as it is very much now adays) but a real a& of God, 
really rranſa&ed by God upon the Soul, and really ſeen 
by the eye of the Soul, and truly felt in the heart and 
ſpirit. 
F 2, Communion with God, both in ſuch a degree as 
is needful for them at preſent, and in perfection of glo- 

atlaſt, They are ſons now, heirs at preſent, having 
fellowſhip with God as his ſons, as his heirs ; but then, 
in the time of it, they ſhall enjoy their inheritance, which 
is reſerved for them till they be grown up. 

Q. But may not God and they fall out oy as they 
did before,and ſo thetr end prove __ then their beginning? 

A. No, for Chriſt undertaketh to preſerve them, to 
keep them ſafe from all evils and dangers, in ſo much 
as they ſhall not fall upon them further then ſhall be 
for their good : to work inthem and for them all their 
works: to keep off _— that it ſhall ſeize no further 
upon them, then he himſelf in wiſdom and love ſeeth 
| good twiet irvut, Ina word: God inali never have 

more to ſay tothem, but from him z nor they never 

have more to do with God, but through him, who 

loveth them perfe&tly, and who as he began, ſo he will 

continue meerly from the-ſtrength of his own love to 

perfe&t his own work inthem, which though his wil- 

dom may cauſe him to cury on very-myſteriouſly, = 
- 32 
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threatnings, the rewards, the promiſes, the coneforts,the en- 
joyments,0c. #n every diſpenſation, are ſuited to the ſtate 
of the child. 

When the day dawns, the ſhadows will fly away : When 
Truth appears, that which did repreſent it, 4s an image of 
it, muſt give place. | 
' Tet theſe images or repreſentations are not ſuch as either 
Satan or the mind of man frames, which are vanity and a 
lye, but true and —_—_ repreſentations of Truth, 

But though they are truth in their kind, yet they mu 
not ſtand for ever, but only their appointed ſeaſon, which is 
rill Truth of a deeper kind come, or at leaſt till the night 
before the day of Truths diſcovery. 

It were good for every one that he knew hs diſpenſation, 
and what _ for him in it, that he might both bear 
the yoke 4 ®, oy the ſweetneſs of it, nor leaping out of it 
before he be led, Thus over-much haſte will coſt him dear, 
for alt the ground he treads after this rate, he muſt traverſe 
Eck 404! ”, before he can come to that forwardnef wherein 
he was, even under that diſpenſation ont of which he thus 
ſlightly paſſed. 

There 15 4 true death in and to a diſpen[ation,which there 
is no redemption from: There is no more life tobehad in 
or under that diſpenſation by him whom God hath truly ſlain 
in and untoit, But there are deadne([es in and under mini- 
ſtrations, which are not ſo much as degrees of this death, 
nay there are deaths alſo which are not this death, which the 
lif in thoſe that are under thoſe miniſtrations is to recover 
out of, or they muſt ſuffer loſs thereby, 

In the moſt lively miniſtration among Chriſtians, Love 
hath ſtill been the life : and in that way wherein they yet 

' are, theſe things may be uſeful. But yet there i a more ex- 
ce.lent way, and more ex6client things then are now thought 
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of which will be manifeſted in due time. But it ts very dan- 
gerow ſtriving to end up to them aforchand, the ſw eft 
nd ſafeſt way is to wait the ſeaſon of their deſcent. The deep 
ſenſe of the want whereof, with an aſſured expettation and © 
quiet waiting and groaning for, is the beſt he of Reli- 
gion,of the pureſt ſtamp of any 1 know extant, Lite is now 
wrapped up, coming very little forth ;, yet moſt in theſe mo- 
tions to the ſence and judgment that I have wh 
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Some few Catechiſtical Queſtions 
concerning the way of Salvation 
by Chriſt. 


Queſt, vw Hat is the ſum of the Goſpel ? 


Anſ. It containeth the news or tydings 
of une aitOinicu Vy God tO be « Prince wire GAVIOWT 13 
his people, to redeem them from their ſin, miſery and 
captivity, into the happy freedom of true life, 

Q, How doth this Saviour ſave ? 

A. By reconciling God and his people together by 
vertue of the anointing. 

Q... How came God and his people to be at odds ? 

A. By their diſobedience to a Lay ſer up between 
God a them (which was agreeable and aſfſented untb 
by their own nature) the effefts whereof ſevered them 
from God, and Gods own righteouſneſs ſevered him 
from them ; which diſobedience of theirs (to his moſt 
righteous Law in it ſelf, 2nd moſt natural to them) 
though ir could not root them out of the inmoſt of each 

L others 
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others hearts =  raiſerh a wall of enmity and ſepa- 
cation.on-cach/hand ro the urmoRt limits of that diſpen- 
Grtion,wherein-God and they-arc perfe@ haters one-of 
enother; They the objects of his wrath as much as any 
(rhe-children of wrath as well as others,) and he as hateful 
umtothem as umo-others, 

Q How — effec? a reconciliation between them? 

A. By his mediation between God and them, the 

anointing fitting him, and he making uſe of the anoint- 
ing tothe utmoſt, ts work both unto terms of hea 
agreement. For he undertaketh to ſtand as a middle 
perſon between them, equal to each, propoſing ſuch 
terms” whereon they may agree withour prejudice or 
detrimeur on either ſides and to ratific and eſtabliſh 
this agreement himſelf, ſo as they ſhall neyer have cauſe 
more of variance on either hand. He takes off the old 
occaſion wholly, and will not ſuffer any new ſeeds of 
diviſfionto be ſown, or any new occafion of difference 
—_—— 

Q. How can he poſiibly do this ? 

A, Hecannot miſs of it the way that he takes, which 
is,by taking the whole work of cach upon him -(hebc- 
ing ſufficiently furniſhed ro do it, by the Law of Life in. 
bimfelf > that neither ſhall expe& any thing fromthe 
other, but only from him, who as he is powerful, fo he * 
promiſeth to befairhful unto each. God knowing his 
wer and fidelity, is etfily ſarisfied ;' and when he is a 
Itette prin: with them” (or rather they with iim) 
hemakerh them ſenſible thereof likewiſe, andfaileth 
not of hegetting confidence alſo in them. 

Q. What doth he undertake in reference to God ? 

A; Theſetwo things. ; ot 

x. Togive him full fqisfaction for the my" 

_—Y ” mirred. 
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mitted. Ler Juſtice cry with open mouth, it ſhall be 611- 
ed, it ſhall have enough, 

2. Tofit them fully for him : To make them a fir 
Spouſe, a fit Temple, a fit Habitation for his Life, Ma- 
jeſty and Holineſs, 

What ſatisfattion doth he give to God ? 

A. He pays him: in the coyn wherein he was rob- 
ed, and that very perfectly ſtamped, for he giveth him 
both active and paſſive obedience in every thing he 
' calls for from him. He doth his Will and iffereth his 
Will as much and as long as he pleaſeth, This he did all 
his life, and at laſt at his death gives him a full round 
ſua of both,in ſacrificing himſelf to his pleaſure, which 
was both his act ( for he gave himſelf, he gave up his 
life,) and his paſſion (for he ſuffered moſt deeply in it.) 

Qu How doth he fit them for God ? 

A. Three ways. 

x. Bycleanfing them from all their pollutions. 

2. By filling them both within and without with all 
_ riches, glory and beauty as is comely in the eye of 
God. 
3» By turning their hearts towards God: for all 
. manner of fitneſs without this will not make a match. 

Now theſe though they be diſtin& works, yet they 
are done together. They are beguntogether, they arc 
carried on together, they arc Red together, _, 

Q. But by what means doth Chriſt accompliſh all this.? 

A. By working repentance and faith inthem,and by 
caufing _—_—_ and faith togrow up inthem: for 
hercby he both changeth their natures, and tranſplam- 
eth them 5 fothar shey ane no more what. they weve, 
norwhere were;. {o that God cannot look upon 
them cither as ſuch as they yon; or &.in.ſuch a fon as 

2 they 


—_ 
they wete-in, for Chriſt (who is real in his operations) 
hath really changed them in both reſpeas. : 

Q, What 1s Repentance ? © | 

A, Iris the turning of the heart from fin, upon the 
ſight of the cvil and miſery of it,ſhewn by Chriſt to the 
eye of the new nature. (Repenrance is only the diverſi- 
on from, the converſion to, is faith, or an a of faith.) 
He giveth them a fight of the evil of ſin, of what a 
loathſom nature it is, how filthy and odious it maketh 
them in themſelves and to every pure cye; as alfoof 
the miſery of it, which is both preſent ſlavery and fu- 
ture.condemnation and wrath : And hereby he turneth 
their hearts clean from it, that they defire nothing more 
then to be fairly rid of it. 

Q. What is Faith ? 

A. Iris a receiving of Chriſt into the underſtand- 
ing, into the heart, into the whole man; and a givin 
up of the underſtanding, heart and all unto Chriſt, It 
is ataking in and a giving itſelf up unto the leaven of the 
Kingdom, It is the Souls glue,given it by Chriſt, where- 
by u clings and faſtens to Chriſt, and whereby it faſt- 
ens Chriſt to it ſelf. 92s | 

(Ir is a very curious work, requiring very accurate 
Skill, which Chciſt operateth between God and his 

ople. - He offereth force to neither, but dealeth with 
each ſuitable to their natures, and by his skill and pow- 
-ertherein, worketh and bringeth both about.). _ / 

Q. How doth _ work repentance and faith in. them? 

A, Hebeftows them uponthem, He ſendeth his 
Word, the Goſpel of the Kingdom, by his Miniſters, 
wherein or in which Veſlel is this ſeed of Light,of Life, 
of Liberty, 'whichhe diſtills or drops into their under- 
Randings, and into vixir hearts, whereby (by the pre- 

ence 
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ſence of which, by the grow of which,. by the influ- 
ence and operation of which) he gaineth upon them. 

Q, What doth he undertake in reference to them ? 

A. Two things. 

1, To give them in the pardon of their fins from 
God, fo that they ſhall find them waſhed off from 
their own Conſciences, they ſhall feel him ar peace 
with them. This was not an imaginary a& of the Soul 
(as it is very much now adays) bur a real a& of God, 
really tran{ated by God upon the Soul, and really ſeen 
by the eye of the Soul, and truly felt in the heart and 

irit. 
F 2. Communion with God, both in ſuch a degree as 
is needful for them at preſent, and in perfeion of glo- 
atlaſt, They are ſons now, heirs at preſent, having 
fellowſhip with God as his ſons, as his heirs, but then, 
in the time of it,they ſhall enjoy their inheritance, which 
is reſerved for them till they be grown up. 

Q. But may not God and they fall out affonadl as they 
did before,and ſo their end prove = then their beginning? 

A. No, for Chriſt undertaketh to preſerve them, to 
keep them ſafe from all evils and dangers, in ſo much 
as they ſhall not fall upon them further then ſhall be 
for their good : to work inthem and forthem all their 
works : to keep off wrath, that it ſhall ſeize no further 
upon them, then he himſelf in wiſdom and love ſeeth 
| good tolet it out, Ina word: God ſhall never have 

more to ſay tothem, but from -him z nor they never 
have more to do with God, but through him, who 
loveth them perfe&ly, and who as he began, ſo he will 
continue meerly from the-ſtrengrth of his own love to 
perfe& his own work in them, which though his wi 
dom may cauſe him to car ry on very-myſteriouſly, yu 
« 9 18s 
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kislove will notlct him fail doing of it very Gafely. 
Q. Mhat muſt he do whois inflated in reef rae 2 
and for whons thrs Redemption is began by Feſus Chriſt ? 
A. He muſt be continually ſacrificing himſelf by the 
Spirit of the Lord ( in which he that is in Chriſt lives 
and moves and ads) until he become an whole burnt- 
offcring unto the Lord: until alt his light, all his life, 
all his will be ſwallowed up and perfectly loſt in the 
Light, in the Life, in the Will of the Lord. Not onl 
until his corruption be diffolyed and conſumed, but ti 
_his very nature and being ( in all the powers, motions 
and operations of it ) be changed into the Nature and 
Being of the Lord : until the new creature hath wholy 
ſpred it ſelf all over him, and he be become wholy a 
new lump. This, he whois not truly changed, cannot 
do; and he whois truly changed cannot bur do. 


PPPHIPPOPPrPPobeebtht 
eA Poſtſcript about Religion, 


Here have —_ been two kinds of Religions in 

| the world, (beſides the ſeveral trains in each,and 
the ſeveral ways of jumbling each togerher, which the 
vain heart of man hath mvented to entangle and vex it 
felf withall,) The onc-Hearheniſh or Deviifb, The other 
Heawenly or Divine; The one. wrought out of rhe 
Earth by the afiſtance of Satan, The other ler down 


incothe Earth by the Spirit of the Lord. | 
The whole Earth. is ftill taken wp about _ 
s both natural and. artificial, and abour which the 


whote ſtrength of Natuce and Art is moſt em mg 
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There hath not been any part of the Earth ſo barbay- 
ous, wherein there have not been ſome ſtrains of devo- 
tion found. There is every where ({wherethe nature of 
man appears, where the art of man is exerciſed, and 
where there is any breath cither of God or Satan ſtir- 
ing) ſome kind of ſeed, and ſome kind of culture of 


Religion. 

The main end of Religion (in reference to us) is Sd- 
vation, Not only preſent relict and protetion in our 
preſent feeble eſtate, but Salvation ina future cſtate, 
which the very nature of man pointeth him unto, and 
teacheth him to look after. We arc at preſent inyolved 
in miſery, we feel it: Every.creature teeleth it accord- 
ing to its kind, and we according to our kind. There is 
{ſome furure eſtate of things unto which we all are paſl- 
ing : And this preſent eſtate, though it be wholy vain 
in reference to us, as we now are, yet.it cannot be at all 
vainin reference to that z but that which is perfe&t muſt 
of neceſſity order every thing pertely to its end, ſo 
that nothing be loſt, not any one motion of any crea- 

' ture in any kind. 

Now this is moſt evident, That though all men al- 
moſt expect Salvation, yet the attainment of it will 
* be very rare. The common paths of Heatheniſh Wor- 
ſhip will not lead to it, and in the midſt of the Diſpen- 
ſations of God there are few who truly walk to it. 
How few of the Fews, under the Diſpenſation of the 
Law, did truly walk towards. Salvation ! And how 
many _—_ under the Goſpel, ranfſo as they could 
not obtain ! Many ſhall ſay, Lord,Lord, open to ws ; but 
the Lord (hall anſwer them, Yerily 7 know you not. The 
thall ſpeak like perſons well acquainted with the Lord, 


and very fure of cntrance: but the Lord will mw 
: | them, 
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them, and tell them publiquely, Of atruth I know you 
not. ; word rt ng 
Doth it not then behove every one to look about 
him 2 It is very illtrifling about Eternity. - Thou wilt 
one day be aſhamed,O confident Soul, who haſt ſought 
for the treaſure in the wrong field'; , who haſt layd out 
thy mony for that which is not bread, and thy pains for 
that which will not ſatisfic; Wouldſt thou but conſider 
how unable 'thou art to'juſtifie thy Religion now, 1 
ſpeak tothe moſt ſtrit,to the moſt exa@ perſons living, 
I ay, bring th ag ur that touchſtone which may 
now be held forth, how wilt thou manifeſt it to thine 
own ſpirit to be weighty ! Thou kzoweſt,thou beleeveſt, 
thou /oveſt,thou obeyeſt. Very good. But how wilt thou 
juſtifie any of theſe £ I dare boldly affirm, that unleſs 
thou haſt ſeen the ſtamp of God (with the eye of a true 
underſtanding, 1 Fob.5.20.) thou canſt not be able to 
ſay that theſe are of his ſtamp; and unleſs they be of 
the ſtamp of God, and have the very Nature and Life 
of God in them, I am ſure they ſhall not ſaye thee. Ah 
fooliſh man, Becauſe thou haſt lighted upon the Scrip- 
tures, and readeſt, and heareſt, and prayeſt, and con- 
formeſt thy life (as well as thou canſt)to the direQions 
thereof, yea prayeſt for the help of the Spirit, acknow-- 
ledging dine own weakneſs and unprofitableneſs,8c, 
.doſt thou think to be ſaved 5 Doſt thou not know that 
the root of all this is rejeed by the Loxd, and can any 
of the fruit be accepted-? I can aſſure thee, the ſpirit of 
man will do this, and the ſpirit of man in thee may do 
this. (The Lord hath written this in the nature and pre- 
ſent ſtare of man, and when he pleaſeth he may draw it 
out.) And ſeeing with God it is all bne to'will as todo, 
the ipirirof man; whichis univerſally willing unto this, 
ſhall 
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ſhall be as well accepred berein as thine, He who-would 

have been wrought upon to do this, "is as juſtifiable be- 
fore God, as thou who haſt been wrought upon, and 
haſt done it: And thou who art #ncircumciſed in heart 

' (for that which thou calleſt the circumciſion is no more 
it, then that which the Jews called fo) art as loathſom 
before Gad, as thoſe who are uncircumciſed in their 
outward practiſes and profeſſions. 

Let me plead alittle further with thee. Doſt thou 
know what the ſpirit of man can do, when his whole 
nature, when all his underſtanding, his affe&tions and 
paſſions are purified and heightened * Ir is a dull froth 
tupified ſpirit, which can pleaſe it ſelf in this droſly 
world, a ſpirit alittle ſublimared, a little enlightened, a 
little quickened, cannot but mind things of another na- 
ture, eyen ſuch as are ſuitable ro its inward part,and the 
future.eſtate thereof: And what would not a natural 
ſpirit throughly ſenſible do, to avoyd its perfe miſe- 
ry, and attain its perfect life, reſt and happineſs ? 

Again, Doſt thou know how near thou mayſt ap- 

roach to the Truth, and yer remain ſhort of it how 
" thou mayſt walk in a way like the ſtrait way, and yet 
it not prove the way * how high thou mayſt aſcend on 
the ladder(which ſeemingly to thee leads up to Heaven) 
and yet that not prove the ladder 2 There is no Chriſt 
can {ave but the Lords anointed, nor can he ſave any 0- 
therwiſe: then by his anointing thee in'the Name and 
with the Nature of the Lord ; He ſhall ſave becauſe of the 
anointing. Thou mayſt have all the fimilitudes of Truth 
and Salyation in every kind, and yet .not one ſpark of 
Truth in any kind. Thou mayſt have light,grear lighr, 
which thou mayſt confidently belceve to he the light f 
the Lord, and yet it may m prove {o: Thon _ 
avec 
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ave freſh and vigorous life, and yet not that life-prove 
{4 life of the SSirit neither Andif ſo, then il the 
 matioas of this lite, all thy ſteps inthis light, will nor 
lead thee towards, but further from the Lo Thou 
mayſt offer (acrifices, and yet thoſe ſacrifices not be the 
Lords, though in thine appearance inſtituted by him, 
and þy thee dedicatcd to hum :Thou mayſt ſeaſon them 
with (alt,and offer them up with fire on that which thou 
takeſt ro be the Lords altar, and yer neither thar alt, 
that fire,nor that alter be the Lords, To come yer near- 
_ er, Thou mayſt have faith in God through Chrift, love 
to'God and the Saints, peace in thine own fpirit, reft 
and joy in belceving and iy . the voyce of the 
Lord, and all theſe very pure and ſpiritual in thine own 
view, and yet not ſo before the Lord who knoweth 
- things, and cannot be deceived with vain ances, 

Ina word, Thou mayſt come from 4 Land of bondage, 
through a wilderneſs, into.u flate and condition 0 5 
and yet this may not be the child of the Lord whom he 
called — (ont of Egypt have I called my Sox,) 


nor this Zgypt t Exype out of which he calleth his 
Son, nor this ſtate of reſt Gods Canaan, Gods holy Layd 


yato which he leads his fon. There are Egypts (ſtates 
and places of bondage) for the ſpirit of man: There 
axe wilderneſſes,thouſands of wilderneſles (as there were 
many. —_—_— inthe _ INS which 1 
raet pailed ny Y 1n whi piritof man may 
entangled, and through which he may travel, and after 
his paſſage through them may find a condition of ref. 
Bur yet the — the Lords Wilderneſs, 

Canaan are different from theſe, as they are pre- 
pared for a different end, namely, the ſubjeRion, tho 
correRion and calargement of his ſon. 4 

| There 
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There is a threefold ſtate of perſons ſtanding for life, 
There are three ſorts of Runners, all which make ac- 
count to obtain, bur only one-of them can. 

T, 'Therc is the pure extrat? of this Earth, the natural 
man, him I mean (got whom thou art apt to call ſo,bue 
he) owe Sommer er all his (vs wo ( = his de- 
votion, his reading the SCri , bis praying, hearing, 
beleoving, &c.) im the eye of God s 74 WT his o_ 
wilt be found fo. T his man,thongh he be very zealous, 
yet he hath no more Religion in him, then the ſpirit of 
man, by ſerious conſideration with himſelf, and by ſo- 
lie eceions onthe Seriprres, may atrainto, This 
mani; finidirig a neeeflity' of belecying, and juſt ground 
fox it, edtinor but beleevs, cannot bytilovye, canhotbue 
ftriv6.after obedience, im the midſt of allincumbrances 
and hangings back; his ſpirit, thus lighted,convinceth, 
rerfenderds ind thus direeth him, This man makes 
no'gutRtion of acceptance here, and of enjoying God 
hereafter. Of this'tort is the greateſt-parr of Rehigious 

rſotsupon the face of the Earth, though becauſe the 
irit of man is more enlightened and heighrened in 
then in others,therefore ſome are apt exceedingly 
tojuſtific themſelves and condemn others ;; calling 
Religion of others formal and earthly, little fuſpeQting 
that their own is ſo, not' only in its moſt ſublime out- 
goings, but even in its very raot. 

2. There is an heavenly kid of birth, fromamnhea- 
venly-gift;; from a-gift of @ new life/as'it were, from 2 
light ler from God imo the Sou}, which ſkining about 
it'and quickening it}. which ſhewing it the world to 
come, and letting inthe powers of it, maſt needs make 
greatchanses init, and/beger an higher faith, love and 
obcdtence then the former, Theſe make no gay | 
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but that theirs #4 the Kingdom, and yet theſe may fall 4- 
way and mi fs of it, as is teſtified Heb.6, and what if they 
had kept their Randing, can a nature ſubje& to change 
inherit Eternity 4 In rewards appertaining to —_— 
fations there may be .loſs or' gain, bur in eterwal life 
therc.comes in n__ - we Foe . the 
creature. but it is the free gift of, G od thro elwsChriſt, 
which he that;vell KA can unfold many 6 
dles, wherein the ſpirit of man muſt needs be entangled 
and loſt. x 

. '3. There is birth from a new nature, from the life 
of God ſown and ſpringing up.in the Soul, which ſeed 
contains'in it and brings. forth faith and love,and every 
other ſpiritualthing,, Foh-1. 12, 1'3+' | This man is not 
changed either by outward Reaſon or inward imprefſi- 
ons from Nature or Scriptures, or by a git of light let 
into hisſpirit:; but by the true Nature of God ſhed in- 
to bim, and ſwallowing him. up into it, and bringi 
him forth anew init, This is the only change, (foral 
other changes will return again to their principles: ) 
The others make real changes in their kind, but this a- 
lone is the perfect kind of change, this only is-true,full, 
laſting, conſiſting of the very Nature and Life of God, 
and therefore muſt of necaiie abide with it, and admit 
of no change but what ir is alſo-capable of. 

Now what is thy Religions what image, what ſu- 
perſcription beareth it « How rare is it to find the na- 
tural Religion of the ſpirit of man fairly jmproved and 
well grown.? Alas, the Religion now abroad cannot 
juſtly ſarisfie the plain honeſt ſpirit of natural man ! 
but where ſhall we find the ſecond kind 2 and if we be 
part to it for the ſecond, where ſhall we ſeck for. the 
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The preſent eſtate of Religion is exceeding fick and 
weak, - Religion hath loſt its.firſt light, its firſt life, irs 
firſt ſtrength and vigor. True Religion eats: our the 
life and ſtrength of mian, bringing forth a life of ano- 
ther nature z but where is there any Religion now 
which floweth out from the nature of man, which 
would cafily be acknowledged, were the nature of man 
rightly meaſured and underſtood 2 We have indeed a 
great deal of humane knowledg of the things of God, a 
great many fleſhly fabricks, but who can produce one 
ſpiritual building £ The beſt ſymptomes that I find of 
Religion, are its ſickneſs, its languiſhing, That which 
flouriſheth and boaſteth ir ſelf ſo much, ſavoreth roo 
ſtrongly of the fleſh to paſs for currant. 

Bur alas, who & truly ſick! We want a Phyſician, 
but who is prepared for the Phyfician + what work 
were there as yct for him, ſhould he come- but ro 
wound, for who among the wounded hath his wound 
upon him? : 

I do not delight roafflict the ſpirits of men: but I 
confeſs it much grieves me to ſee them ſo greedily run 
after vanity, kindling ſuch ſparks, and — inthe 
light of ſuch a fire, as ſerves only to lull themſelves a- 
ſleep at preſent with, but will not ſecure them from the 
bed of abiding ſorrow. Read that place, 1ſai.50.11. 
Behold all ye that kindle a fire, that compaſs your ſelves a- 
bout with ſparks : Walk in the light of your f a and in the 
ſparks that ye have kindled.This Jhal ye have of mine hand, 
Je ſhall lie down in ſorrow. 1am aſſured in my Soul thar 
the Religion abroad will not ſaye men; that under 
their proteſſions and practiſes of holineſs there is a root 
of wickedneſs which-muſt to Hell, and they in whom ir 
is found.. It is not all the knowledg of Chriſt,nor faith 
M 3 nor 
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narlove, not all the exerciſes exp een "oy of the com- 
mon kind, that will ſave; but a new life, a new ſpirir, 
2 renewed nature, which is a rarer thing then we com- 
monlyehink for. 

Being thus wounded, being thus aflited for you 
wall ye think much that I ſpeak a little to you, becauſe 
it ſounds ſomewhat harſh in your ears, becauſe it ſtrikes 
atthe foundation not of your outward worthip (which 
ye cannot bear neither) but the very life and hope of 
your Souls © I am jealous over you, I would not have 
you cozened of eternal life, I would not have you trifle 
away youriSouls-in.a dream. I woald have you ſaved, 
therefore do I tell you of a deeper wound (which 
ſickneſs requires) then ye have yer been acquainted 
with, I would ave you tound for ever, therefore do 1 
tell you of your loſt cſtare, therefore do I ftrive to 
heave up that vail of ſeeming ſafety and: happineſs 
whach covers your true- miſery from your eyes, and 
makes you run-dancmg into your own utter ruine. 

Look uponthe primitive Chriſtians ( ye pretend to 
be ſucceflors ro them) where is the #r#th of that life 
which they. once had e It js true, they had ors as well 
as.you ; bur as your life is not their fe, ſo your fpars 
are nottheir ſpots. Ye confeſs ye want many circum- 
ſtuntials (tending to the ourward glory of ſtate) 
which they-had z but do ye notwant the inward ſub- 
ſtance oftharlite which rendsrothe very Being of thar 
ſtare'r+(O-Sirs, conſider ir, AMithe wirof man, All rhe 
artof man, Allithe ſerious induſtry of mansfpirit, can 
never lay one ſtone in this building! )- Iwillmention 
a few-differences/berrveen us and them, and confider ye 
of whar forcethey be. If any ſhall contend tharthere 
no ſuch differeace, but tis Religion is the ſame in theſe 
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reſpects, I have nothing further to ſay againſt him, I 
bave but given:in my teſtimony, which in por yy 
valid as my ſpirit hath in true judgment ſcarched and 
weighed this r ro : nor doth 1 poſitively conclude a- 
gainſt all Religion, No, It rather beleeverh that there 
15 2 {ced of Truth ſomewhere, though deeply bid. 

The cſpecial di ces (or at leaſt ſome 6f them) 
which I have obſerved berween Religion in its firſt 
birth and growth, and now in its ſtate of deprayation 
or weak reftitution by mans cadeavars, are theſe, or in 
thele reſpeets. 

I. It differs iz its deſcent. That: came down from 
God, The ſacrifices therein were ined by God, 
The fire which kindled their facrifices was let down 
from Heaven : The Religion now extant is generall 
of the Earth, of mans pumping up from thence, whi 
man. is nor able to juſtifie ro be the ſame with the for- 
mer, h every ſort would fain have theirs acknow- 

ledged to be ſo, There is indeed ſome kind of likenels, 
in reſpects, in cvery way of Dodrine and Wor- 
hip which man tormeth outaf the Scripture : but it is 
not the life, the ſubſtance, the truth, the Religiow which 
the Lord once tormed, and which the Lord alone can 
form again. 
2+ Irdiffersinits nature or principle. That as it was 
' from Heaven, ſoit was heavenly > There was a ſeed of 
God, & ſeed of life, which was ſown and ſprang upthen. 
Now is much natural, much artificial devotion, 
but it hath not this nature init: The repentance, the 
mortification,the ſelf-denyal,8&c. of this age, bearcth not 
the image of the former. It is ſuch a kind of thing as 


may e ſucha name here in this world, but nor 
being ſer by the ocher. I.do nor ſay there is _—_— 
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thing now as the former pins I rather beleevethe 
contrary : bur I confeſs I think it very rare,and hardly 
viſible ſo much as to it (elf, 

Zo Fr differs in its guide, That life had a guide, Tt 
had the Spirit of life to guide it : The life now,wherc it 
may be beſt ſuppoſedtobe,js at a loſs ; And though it 
may be givento the Spirit to 1 OE the Spirit 
is not giventoit to make uſe of. Nolife now runs ſo 
high and pure,as to be entruſted with the Spirit. It may 
be ſecretly led into faith, into love, into prayer ,- into 
obedience by the Spirit,bur it knoweth nor thar it is ſo, 
or its own motions when they are ſo. We are'fain to 
rake-it for granted that our prayers and motions are 
ſuch ; ro when the natural 'or artificial fire burns in 
us any thing warmly(much more if our fpirits be much 
heated) we readily rake it for granted, without thwugh 
——_ true diſcerning(which is too difficul 
and coſtly) whether this be the heat, the warmth, the 
life of the Spirit or no ? 

4. Ir differs #n its light. They had a light ſuitable to 
their narure, fuitable to their eye, ſuitable to the divine 

Spiritin them : We have a light ſuitable to our nature, 
ſuitable to our eye, ſuitable to our humane ſpirit: We 
ſcethings juſt as other men ſee them , We reaſon our 
ſelves into truths and practiſes, as any other man 
might do. -''I do not- ſay that this ſhould not be done 
(for rhe humane ſpirit 1s to go along, and to have its 
own light with it too,)' but I cannot bur ſay, that this is 
not enough. 

5. Irdiffers i the things converſed with. They were 
ted into and did walk in the ſubſtance.of things: They 
felrthe nature, the truth,” the power of Salyation: The 
life in them raſted and enjoycd the life of God in 
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Chriſt. They did not take it tor granted that God.wasg 
4 Father, and that Chriſt was a Saviour, and was (et up { 
by God to diſpenſe cternal life z but they were in his. 7 
Fatherhood, . t pa were in Chriſt, and had the eternal 


life of God and Chriſt inthem. They knew that they 
were of God, and that the Son of God was come, who gave 
them an underſtanding to know him that is true ; and that 
they were in him that is true, in hs Son Feſus Chriſt, 
(And this was no high-flown fancy concerning God 
and eternal life, which conſiſts only in the eleyation of 
the imagination, butthe truth.) The i the true God; and 
eternal life, 1 Foh.5.19,20. | | 5 
.. Whar ſhall we ſay then to theſe things ? Is it not 
time for us -to make a ſtand, and look about us? Is it 
not time for us to mils :he Lord, and (eek to begin-with 
him * Manis naturally confident, and yet commonly 
deceived in the ground-work of his confidence. From 
our firſt ſpringing up in Popery unto all our .rents and 
diviſtons thence both in Dodrine and Worſhip, we 
have ſtill been confident, that we have always been in 
the right, How vain is man ! Inecvery change he con- 
feſſerh himſelf wrong, and yet that ſtill to which he 
changerh muſt needs be right. \. Ah wretched man, 
There is 4 Hye in thy heart, which ſprings up in all thy 
thoughts and ways of deyotion; and until thou beeſt 
new formed,” thou wilt not be capable of conmc_ 
the-truth, but only of deluding thy (elf ! Whar ſhoul 
1 adviſe thee £ what can be proper for thee; bur to ex- 
aminethe true ground, and joyn with #he poſe of 1ſr acl 
in lamenting after the Lord ?: to bewail the lols of hu 
light, bis life, his guidance, hts preſence ? The cauſe of 
joy is notthe cauſe of grief only.is,and is in abundance; 
and, where! ir is, manitcſted with demonſtration and 
_ N power, 
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er, there will not need = exhorration to-it,” 1 
wot els, I would rather © uſe rears, though I 

wert ſure they ſhould never be wiped away from eh: 
eyes, afrer hRnce, after that which-may ſpirit 

and cam alone rake up with, then the grearcſt Hh miinch of 
jexforre which vaniry { for ſeach T xcount all the Re- 

kgionor man, with ja that ſprings from i) can #f- 


we) te 11 the Lord always. They might well re 
chews in the Lord, who h hjoyed the Lord, who 
kind vfconRant eſence the Briderrvon "in their lot 
rits. page Lord livedi " them, walked — , 2nd 

them company by his S pirit. But 8 this] 

w wito are Orphans* {Though the gun of mln 
his Feveral wiys of Religion, is not nn'Orp 
fort he tay tejoyce allo. ) The ſame Spirx Lge Lord 
which piped treo the Apoſtles and imitive Chriftt- 
atrs ,* athniniſtring wero them occaſron. of d 


rtr6ucwethnnto 18, and dnrproper way ter anſwering oy 


&s ih Ettrendton. 
Larter therefore ater the Lord, nnd more vey 


IRE —_ over the rugs hd: defolions of 


Pry the duſt of Bion. Fers ſullers linth-Seen 
waite Bio H a ng [Fr rs 
mo tuft by the-exrream reatouſe nnd fary of the Erex- 
——_ hach terotthns flarres more fiercely wpon her, 

any abomination tobe Fotnd among men 
Tx gre drank ut Yht hind of the Leriirdoy of 
 Jary, yen # hath ruxhen the dreys of the tuy- 

owt, Ifai.y2.17, Yorſbe ts! 4 

xp M3:w;und her very #uff is] . The 
Crknoweth het and loyethiher duft2 arid F” ithr+ 
pollibte for ny oHſcorer ber nee worth beams 
ty, 
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ty; \ md goc7o pity mEndiprer hirgerkirdamedh 
won,” | What, the Lords dacting, 6 thisthe\only 
r/o rear, v9 41 —— ' 
owned by the =. how Imre mah cotyy 
needs be in his death and burial * The world (wanting 
the inward eye) wondetrs to hear God ſpeak ſuch grear 
things of his people, of the abundantly rich glory and 
excellency of therr life, they appear ſo mean to them 
at the beſt. They never have the lovelineſs of man in 
them ; how loathſom then muſt they needs be, when 
all that which is their own beauty is broken down in 
them ! when the remainders of their earthly beauty, 
with the whole frame af theis. ſpiritual beguty, 45 daſb- 
ed in preces like 4 porters meſſed, 2nd has d 1 
Yet how precious is the ſeed of God under all theſe ! 
how amiable is this very duſt of Sv» ! The very bro- 
kenneſs, ſickneſs, miſery of this eſtate, is of more true 
value thenall the ſoundneſs, then all the health of life 
and Salvation that is any where elſe to be found 
throughout the whole Earth, Yet this objec is very 
lamentablc, and jtwould grtevei any pnes heart to be- 
hold it. He who hath ſeen, known, taſted or had the 
leaſt glimpſe of Sox in her glory, O how would his 
heart ecd at the view of her here ! yer here, if not 
here alone, is ſhe to be found. 
Is it nothing to thee, 0 thou Preſerver of man, that 
the foundations of thine own holy Habitation are thus 
Y. Where 35 thy Zed < wieses ate panding of 
wels -at-the dearh and-mifery of thine ownTeed? 
O Lord, wilt thou alſo bring forth children to the Mur- 
therer * Awake, 0 Lord, Rouze upthy ſelf ; Let thine 
own everlaſting Spirit ſtir in the morions of its = 
ite, 
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lifec-and:never:letve-nill IR aſe p 
| 6.4m Aavy. arty ere iced: Toru 4 
raced Feruſalem,' Feruſalom which is dead 
een, iFer#ſdem which is aot.)i and hath made it 
| praiſe he | Earth:: Anz 8 Ne 
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